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                                        Rio Grande Conference Web Site - www.bkrgc.org   
Web-Master- Shawn Lootens  TX XXXI                             E-Mail- vorticity37@comcast.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
RGC Safety Officer- David Wright TX XXXIX               E-Mail- lilone32919@aol.com
RGC Quartermaster- Laura Sims TX XXXI                      E-Mail- mamatx31@yahoo.com  
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*****************************************************************************************
Chairman – Kenneth Reeves
   I will have to start off by telling you, I lost something quite large or maybe misplaced it. I will put off looking for it until next year. It is really too late to find it now. The thing I lost is spring.  Late freezing weather in March and record high temperatures in May and June. This weather is crazy enough to confuse Al Gore.

   The weather has not slowed down the Blue Knights much from riding and helping their favorite charities. We have had a lot of activity around the RGC.

   The 2011 RGC convention is done and everyone seemed to have a good time.  Thanks to TX XXI for the hard work they put in to make your stay in Granbury, TX enjoyable. A big thanks to all of the members of the International Board and Blue Knights from other conferences that took the time to pay us a visit. Jerry Bryant was missed due to illness but he is doing much better. 

   One of the new things coming out of this conference is the first Chaplain meeting to keep the chapter chaplains in touch with each other and to keep the RGC Board informed to the physical needs and well being of our members.

   One item discussed at the Presidents meeting was having a fall RGC Conference.  This item was tabled at the meeting.  A discussion of having larger regional rides such as the Round Top Ride aka Rendezvous Ride and Ruckus on the River.  These rides gather a lot of Blue Knights, allowing us to keep up with each other and catch up on what is going on in the RGC and International.  Different Chapters are needed to host a yearly fall ride for different areas of the RGC so all Chapters would be able to attend an event.  The idea is to have a RGC Executive Board member at each of these events to talk about issues in your area, promote recruiting and support our riding together.  A few door prizes from the RGC Store will be given away.  I will attend as many events as I can.

    Another project discussed was starting an award to recognize the outstanding work of a RGC Blue Knight.  This award will be given, to one Blue Knight each year, at the RGC Conference banquet. The Blue Knight who displays the spirit of the Blue Knights by charity work, organizing rides and events with other chapters, along with a few other notable things that make a RGC member stand out among their peers will be recognized for their good work.  Having a competition for this award will benefit everyone.  This will be called The Chairman Award.  The winner will receive a nice award; recognition for their work at the RGC Banquet and International/Chapter dues will be paid by the RGC.  A nomination committee will be selected by and known only by the Executive Board.   You never know whom you will be riding with.

    I will be having a very busy July, with TX XXI having their first Golf Scramble on July 11.  Three days later Sandy and I are leaving for Chesapeake, VA for the International Convention. We will be back home on the 25th.  2 days later, I am heading for the Ruckus on the River.

   All details for the July 11, 2011 Golf Scramble and July 29-31, 8th Ruckus on the River is on the TX XXI website, www.blueknightstx21.org.  As most of you know, the Ruckus has never been about making a profit.  It is about getting Blue Knights, family and friends together to have a good time.  AND WE DO!!

    Stay safe out there while you

    Ride with Pride

    Kenneth Reeves
******************************************************************************
Vice-Chairman – Richard Cashell
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    Greetings Brothers and Sisters. Summer is FULL upon us already here in Texas and I suspect as well in Arkansas, if not let me know so I can join you for some relief. Remember these safety tips when riding in this heat: Start early to avoid the hotter part of the day; drink plenty of fluids; consider long sleeves to guard against dehydration; and wear plenty of sunscreen. 


Thank you to Texas XXI for hosting this year's convention in Granbury. It was nice for me personally to be able to attend the whole convention this year after last year's debacle, and renew acquaintances and see old friends. Granbury is a charming town that I hope to visit again. Looking forward to Waco in 2012 and Eureka Springs in 2013. One of the ides that came out of the meetings in Granbury was to have regional rendezvous rides. The idea is to have several chapters ride and meet together for a meal and fellowship. This has been done in some areas with great results. In East Texas, Texas XXXIV, Texas XXVII, and Texas XXII have been practicing lately. Remember to invite others on your rides as a recruitment tool. 


Believe it or not, our Chairman is working on some more insurance benefits for Members' families. Keep reminding yourself that he is not in the insurance business. 


This year's International Convention will be upon us before we know it in late July in Virginia. Maybe the weather will be cooler in the mountains and along the Atlantic seaboard. Hope some of you can make it. Texas XXXIV is hard at work preparing for next year's International Convention to be held in Tyler. Hope ALL of you can make it. 


Ruckus on the River, hosted by Texas XXI will be coming up soon. If you have ever attended, you already know what a great time it is. If not, well then what are you waiting for? Check Texas XXI website for more information. 


Since RGC, a new chapter is being formed in Grand Prairie. Let's do all we can to help this chapter get rolling.  Remember that there are no strangers among Blue Knights, only friends we haven't met yet. 

Ride Safe, and Ride With Pride

Richard Cashell, Vice-Chairman Rio Grande Conference
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*****************************************************************************
Secretary - Gary Keeter

   First I want to wish everyone a Happy and Safe 4th of July!!!!
   Well summer is upon us here in Arkansas the rain has stopped and the heat has taken its place.
Another RGC has come and gone with a good turn out from Blue Knights all over the country.
   I did not get the totals on the RGC 2011 yet, at last count it was some where around 300. I do know that Texas 21 had a good turn out. The rain even worked with RGC well almost. We did have a spell when a thunder shower came threw with HARD (Hale) rain fell at one time but it didn’t last long.

   At the President’s Meeting we had 2 chapters biding for the RGC 2013. They were Texas XIII Austin, TX and Arkansas II Eureka Springs, AR. Both gave their presentations to the Presidents. Arkansas II Eureka Springs won the bid for RGC 2013 by 1 vote at the President’s meeting. That was the closest count since I have been RGC Secretary. We had to do a roll call as it had to be done as the hand first count was tied. When it came down to roll count Eureka Springs came out on top, so Eureka Springs in 2013.
   Also Arkansas IV Pine Bluff is bidding on Blue Knights International for 2013 to be in Hot Springs.

   The RGC has 1,472 members and 47 chapters at last count that makes the RGC # 6 out of 11 Conferences lets keep those number growing who knows we maybe number 1 some day. We were beat out of number 5 slot by 4 members with the West Coast having 1,476 members. Just think back a few years ago we were battling it out for number 10 spot. 
   OK everyone let’s start to think about next year RGC 2012 it will be in Waco, TX. At the Presidents meeting Texas 11, Waco has already been gearing up for 2012 and looks like they will put on a pretty good RGC. So lets start getting those registrations is as soon as possible that way the will have better numbers to work with to make it a even better one. 
   Also 2012 is election year for the RGC Executive Board so start thinking about who will run for RGC Executive Board. 

   For your information some NEW Arkansas Motorcycle laws that just passed:

   Ark. Code Ann. § 27-20-104 now requires all motor-driven cycles and motorcycles, manufactured after July 5, 1977, and used upon the public streets and highways to have “electrical turn signals that meet the requirements of § 27-36-216(b).

 

Ark. Code Ann. § 27-36-216 has been amended as follows: “No person shall operate on the highways any motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle that was manufactured or assembled after the effective date of this act, (July 27, 2011) unless it is equipped with electrical turn signals that meet the requirements of this section.

 

Ark. Code Ann. § 27-36-223 was enacted to limit the use of motorcycle headlamp modulation systems to daytime use only.

 

Ark. Code Ann. § 27-20-111 has been amended to raise the age requirement to obtained a motorized bicycle certificate to fourteen (14) years of age.  This section also prohibits a person less than fourteen (14) years of age from operating a motorized bicycle within a municipality with a population of ten thousand (10,000) or more.

   I hope everyone is checking their bikes out these days as summer heat will take its toll on your bike and its rider. Let’s take those water breaks and lets Ride Safe out there.
Be Safe and Ride With Pride
Gary Keeter RGC Secretary

******************************************************************************
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Treasurer- A.J. Sandoval
 NO REPORT AT THIS TIME
******************************************************************************

 RGC Chaplain- Kenny Ray
                                                From the Chaplain’s Corner

                                                   Kenny Ray, TX XXXIV

                                                          RGC Chaplain

   As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17

   Police officers, particularly male police officers, take so much pride in being self sufficient; acting as if they don’t need anyone or anything else. In reality, nothing could be further from the truth. Men need the friendship of other men. Our mental, moral and emotional well being depend on it.

   I want to propose to you that men need at least three different types of other men in their lives. First, they need an older man to serve as a role model–the one they look up to. For many of you, that is your dad. For others it may be your grandfather, a former coach, or an older man at your church. It may be one of the older officers in your Blue Knight Chapter. In Texas XXXIV, we are blessed to have several older men (some still working and some retired) who have wisdom, maturity and strength of character. These men are revered in our Chapter and are often sought after for their counsel and advice. One of those men serves as our “Sweep” on Chapter rides. As he follows our formations down miles of East Texas highways, he is constantly watching for potential safety problems and areas of concern. If such a concern is observed, he will pull the rider aside in private
and correct the action. This Blue Knight is so respected in our Chapter; his advice is always accepted without resistance. Do you have such men in your Chapter?

   Second, you need a younger man to mentor. For many of you, that will be your son. However, there are always young police officers who ride motorcycles who are great recruits for the Blue Knights. Those young men also offer great opportunities for you to mentor, guide and teach. Look at the younger men in your

Chapter and see if there is one (or more) you could befriend and make feel welcome. Look for opportunities to invest (without being pushy) in the lives of these younger Blue Knights. You will both receive a blessing from doing so.

   Third, you need men in your life who are your peers and with whom you can both be brutally honest. You need a man who will tell you to your face when you are wrong and who has your back when you are right. You need brothers in your Blue Knight Chapter who are the real deal. You need men of steel who will sharpen your life when it becomes dull and non-effective. These are the men that keep you

healthy emotionally and mentally. Seek them out!

   As your Chaplain, I care about your emotional, mental and spiritual well-being. I am always available to talk if you need someone who will listen without judging you. I also hope to make some of your Chapter meetings and rides in the future.

   Until then, be safe and feel free to e-mail me if I can assist you in any way.
*****************************************************************************
RGC Safety Officer- David “DW” Wright

   I would like to start out by introducing myself. I am David Wright (Texas XXXIX) and have recently been appointed by the RGC Broad as your RGC Safety Officer. Prior to being appointed RGC Safety Officer I served as my chapters Road Captain/Safety Officer. I hope my knowledge and experience as an MSF Rider Coach will help with this new challenge. I would like to thank Roger Byars for his vast knowledge he provided the RGC with his time as the Safety Officer for the Conference. As many of you know Roger is now the International Safety Officer.

   I hope everyone has had the chance to check out the “Safety” section of the International Website recently. If you did you might have notice the newly adopted GROUP RIDING MANUAL, and other helpful documents. I encourage everyone to take a few minutes out of there day and take a look at the information provided in this section. Also keep and eye one the RGC website safety section for new changes. 

   Chapter Safety Officer please send me information on any training you do with your chapter. This can be as simple as discussing safety related issues at a chapter meeting to conducting a skills development day, or an article you write for your chapter newsletter. All I need is for you to send me and e-mail with your chapter number, date, topic discussed/ training conducted, and number of members attended. You can send this information to vicepres@blueknightstx39.org. My contact information can also be found on the RGC website. 

   Please fell free to contact me with and questions you have or if you have safety information that would be beneficial to everyone.

As always RIDE SAFE and “RIDE WITH PRIDE” 
*****************************************************************************

                                                          Chapter News

*****************************************************************************

Arkansas I - North Little Rock

    May Meeting

We met at the NLR Cracker Barrel and left for Mountain View on a full stomach and after a good visit. The ride went very well, no deer this time, and we arrived without problems. The Pinewood Cabins were nice and all had a good time with the visit and the show. The Cash Mountain Jamboree had a good show and we now have “Shiney” (me) and “Bubba Bob” (Bob Wortham) in the group.  We also enjoyed the tour of Pat Cash’s rental cabin on the mountain and were offered it for a future stay. The ride back went well with no problems
    April Meeting
We met at the Bryant Cracker Barrel and left for Old Washington State Park the ride was a good one and the restaurant at Old Washington had good food. We had four members, wives and a potential new member along this month. Unique ride, we had four deer cross through our line and none got hit. Bill Wyllia and Phil Jones each had a shot at one but missed --- Thank the Lord

     March Meeting
We met at the Bryant Cracker Barrel and left for the Whole Hog Café in Hot Springs and had a really good ride. The ride was very good with lots of curves and good scenery

Charlie Carty

Sec/Treasurer

BK AR I
*****************************************************************************

Arkansas V- Mountain Home
   Blue Knights AR V has sponsored a under 18 girl’s softball team in the Mountain Home softball program.  As of June 9th the girls have only one loss!!  They have 3 scheduled games left.  Let's all wish them luck and if all goes well there can be a trophy for them with our name on it.
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Bob Buschbacher, President AR V
*****************************************************************************

Texas I – Hurst

As I sit here at work today, thinking about what has gone on since the last newsletter, the first thing that comes to my mind is --- HOT!  It seems like everything that we have done in this last quarter has been hotter than in years past.  Of course, there hasn’t been that much rain this spring either to keep things cooled down.  It hasn’t stopped us from riding but the group is getting smaller as the summer gets closer! Ha!


In April, we had a couple of folks participate in the Cook’s Children’s Hospital ride to raise funds for the children’s cancer unit.  They had a long route but a lot of it was highway that was faster than the back roads.  This rally has the neatest games at their checkpoints.  There was “cow chip” tossing, “fishing for ducks”, and “blue-ball” tossing.  You have to see it to understand it!  We even got fed a hot breakfast before the start and then a big lunch at the end, included with the registration.  It was hot but we found shade for the meal and prize give-aways.
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We were asked to judge a motorcycle officers rodeo the last weekend of April in Grand Prairie and shared the duty with some members from Texas #21.  
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   We got a t-shirt and a commemorative challenge coin for volunteering to help out and they also provided breakfast pastries and a deli sandwich lunch with all the drinks we wanted or needed.  During the break between the competition rounds, there was an electric motorcycle manufacturer giving demo rides.  They were like little mopeds but they had a little trick in driving.  The throttle had a reverse and could be used as a brake assist by twisting it upwards.  We tried to ride it through the practice course for the bigger bikes and it was definitely a challenge.

   The next day was Sunday, May 1.  This was the day we saddled up to head to Austin for the Police Officer’s Memorial Services at the State Capitol.  It was actually a little cold going down but that was because it was also wet!  It did warm up though as we got to Salado and we got out of our rain suits.  The weekend was full of ceremonial services to attend but the clincher was the escorted ride on Monday morning of 120 Blue Knights from just outside of town, down the highway and onto the Congress St. bridge to line up with all of the Honor Guard groups from the various attending agencies.  This was the first year that the coordinators allowed a group other than the Blue Knights to ride in the ceremonial procession.  The “Knight Crew” had four or five riders in the parade but when we asked about their club, it was discovered that they were former Blue Knights.
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Halleluiah!  The next event was the Rio Grande Conference in Granbury!  What a great time we had there even though it got a little hot and we got a little wet.  Texas #21 put on a real good event with goodies, rides, games, meals, parties, and a record 295 attendees!  This was a good, central location for some country riding to see some things that are out of the way if you live in the city and most likely not to drive by to visit.  Even though we, Texas #1, were only about an hour away from home, there were things to do that we had intended to do but never got around to them.  Of course the camaraderie with the old friends was great since it had already been a quick year since seeing them in Hot Springs.  Texas #1 won the largest club present at the convention this year and we are really looking forward to 2012 because Texas #1 is planning to have every member present in Waco for the RGC and at Tyler for the International Convention.  Try to out-do us!  We need to get that competition going again like it was in the early days of the RGC.  (That is a challenge to everyone by the way!  So get your group enthused, prepared and registered.)
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Mid-June we got together again with TX. ##21 and rode with them to Lawton, Oklahoma to ride through Ft. Sill and the Wichita Mountains.  OK #4 Blue Knights met us at the hotel around noon on Saturday and wore us out with sight-seeing all weekend long.  We saw old cavalry, old Indians, houses, graves, rockets, tanks, canons, and a huge chicken fried steak!  We also saw the temperature at 104 degrees on the Goldwing thermometers.  On the way back, one of the #21 bikes developed a rear tire problem and had to call for a trailer.  We split off from them in Bowie for the last hour ride home.  Other than another incident with a broke down TX #1 bike on Saturday, we had a really great time.  It’s true what they say in the Blue Knights – “There are no strangers, only friends you haven’t met!” 













Our last ride of this quarter to mention was a fundraiser for the Dallas County Sheriff’s Officer’s Association.  This ride was to raise funds for the memorial for fallen Dallas County SO deputies for maintenance and upkeep.   The ride is called the “Honor 19” ride due to the honored 19 fallen deputies (to date) on the memorial.  This ride was set up as a scavenger hunt in downtown Dallas and the surrounding area.  We went to the Honor 19 memorial, Dealey Plaza where Kennedy was shot and the book depository, the bronze cattle drive near city hall, a deep elm tattoo parlor, and for lunch --- da-ta-da! “The Heart Attack Grill” in the West End.  We really had a great time doing the whole Dallas thang.  There were only six of us and it made it easy to get around.  The best part however was when we got back to the Dallas Harley shop where the event started.  As the winner of the “rock, paper, scissors” contest, I got to be one of the judges in the BIKINI CONTEST!!!  Believe me, it was a touch job.  The day was long and hot but the overall consensus was that it was a great run!


   We will not be at the International in Chesapeake, VA this year due to various circumstances among the regular travelers and their families or jobs.  We hope everyone who plans to make it is safe in their travels to and from.  All others ride safe and be sure to drink plenty of liquids if you’re in the heat for an extended period of time.  We hope to see everyone in Waco next May.




“Ride With Pride”



Gene Fuqua Secretary BK TX #1
*****************************************************************************
Texas XI- Waco

Hello from Central Texas.   

   Blue Knights TX XI members reported having a good time at the 2011 Rio Grande Conference in Granbury.  We had 13 individuals attend from TX XI.  BK TX XI member Dan Weyenberg received the award for oldest rider attending the conference.  He is 79 years old and is making plans to attend the 2012 Rio Grande Conference in Waco.  
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   TX XI President Jim Brock received the 'frying pan' award as our Chapter has the privilege of hosting RGC 2012 in Waco and we are excited about it.  Mark your calendars and schedule early.  The Conference will be held May 17 - 20, 2012.  We plan on having our web site ready soon so please check back from time to time to find registration and hotel information.   You can contact our Chapter at bkrgc2012@yahoo.com or www.blueknightstexaschapterxi.com if you would like for us to send you a registration form by email.
Contact phone numbers for our Chapter are 254-934-2072, 254-709-4047 or 254-716-8625.
   The Saturday night banquet will be held in Knox Hall at the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum.  We will have the museum available for a free tour before the meal.  The Texas Ranger Museum is located within a few blocks of the three hotels.  The museum and hotels are all located off I-35 in Waco.
   The Clarion Hotel will be the host hotel and has a large atrium area.  We are planning the hospitality room and vendor areas at the Clarion.  The hotels are ready to take your reservations so please schedule early.
 
Hotel Information:  Clarion Hotel $88.00    254-757-2000 or 800-275-9226
                            Americas Best Value Inn & Suites   $49.99     254-754-1266
                            Best Western Old Main Lodge     $84.00   254-753-0316   or 800-299-9226
 
Waco has a lot to offer for the Conference.   There are a lot of things to do in Waco including the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum, historic Suspension Bridge on the Brazos River, Dr. Pepper Museum, scenic Cameron Park, Cameron Park Zoo, Waco Mammoth site, Mayborn Museum, Gov. Bill Daniel Historic Village, Richland Mall and shopping at Central Texas Marketplace.  We are also planning scenic rides in the area.  
   We look forward to seeing you at RGC 2012 in Waco.
President Jim Brock   BK TX XI

 Contact phone number 254-716-8625

*****************************************************************************

Texas XVI- Temple

Ride For A Child

   Blue Knights Chapter XVI started this quarter in support of a worthy event by participating in the annual Ride for a Child event on March 23, 2011. Quad Cities Exchange Clubs of Copperas Cove, Killeen, Gatesville, Temple and Blue Knights Chapter XVI joined together to raise money to help combat child abuse.  In the State of Texas, our club area, located in Central Texas, ranks number 1 in reported child abuse cases. Our chapter has made a commitment to help get rid of this number 1 ranking.

Ride 2 Recovery 2011

   On March 31, 2011, Texas Chapter XVI participated in our second Ride 2 Recovery event. Ride 2 Recovery is produced by the Fitness Challenge Foundation, (501C3), in partnership with the Military and the Veterans Administrations Volunteer Service Office. The ride benefits mental and physical rehabilitation programs for our wounded veterans. Ride 2 Recovery features cycling as the core activity. Blue Knights Texas Chapter XVI assisted by providing an escort from Fort Hood to the Waco VA Center ensuring our veterans had a safe journey. These veterans began their journey in San Antonio on March 28, riding specially designed bicycles. The ride ended on May 2 when the riders arrived in Arlington Texas where they attended a Texas Ranger verses Boston Red Sox baseball game at Ranger stadium.
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  Al of TX Blue Knights XVI Prepares                                                       “We Will Never Forget”

          To Escort Ride 2 Recovery
Turtle Festival 2011

   Texas Chapter XVI participated in its third annual Belton TX Turtle Festival. The event is hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Belton and is designed to positively impact children’s lives by partnering with community organizations, matching needs with opportunities, and fostering the development of key relationships. The Turtle Festival provides a fun day of activities, parent-child educational opportunities and an atmosphere of positive reinforcement to the children of Belton. 

   Our Chapter has been asked each year to support this important community event. This year sponsored with Club President Mike Rhoden’s Police Department, a barrel train was built. The trains were a big hit at the festival. They were manned by Chapter XVI members for the duration of the event. Chapter XVI also set up a motorcycle display for the kiddos.   
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David of Texas Blue Knights Chapter XVI prepares to take a load of excited children for a ride on the barrel trains. The trains were coordinated and built by Chapter President Mike Rhoden of the Belton Police Department. Trains were operated by Blue Knights Chapter XVI.
Logo/Patch Adopted by Chapter XVI
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   Our chapter started the process long ago of developing a logo/patch that would be unique to our chapter. That process was completed and approved by the International board this quarter. After we obtained approval, the chapter motioned to accept and adopt the logo to be used on all chapter documents and the chapter website. There will also be a small patch made to be worn on the front of all chapter members’ vests. I’d like to thank all the folks who helped make his a reality. I’d especially like to thank Chairman Ken Reeves for his advice on how to make this a reality. I’d also like to give a special thank you to Bessie at International for advising me on the correct way to submit our request and for submitting it to the Board in such a timely manner. Copyright is pending.

Mike Rhoden
Texas Blue Knights Chapter XVI

President 2011-2013
Visit our website!!!
*****************************************************************************
Texas XXI - Waxahachie
   A great big Texas “Howdy” to all of y’all!  Here we are again, at the close of still another quarter.  My goodness, time sure does fly by fast when you’re having fun. And boy have we been having some kind of fun.  Check this out.
   In April, our RGC convention committee, led up by Mitch Lee, and his fine crew, were all fired up and busy putting together the final details to the Granbury 2011 RGC Convention.  While that took a lot of time and energy, we were still able to put in some quality ‘Ride Time’ and do some serious eating as well.  In April, TX XXI participated in, or was at least represented in the following rides and/or events; the 2nd was Deputy Britton’s Funeral in Tyler, TX. The 9th was the Lunch Run to Mary’s Cafe in Strawn, TX.  Photo below from the Strawn Lunch Run. 
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   The 10th found us at the Blue Line Ride in San Angelo, TX with chapter TX XXXV. The 17th was a Prayer Caravan around the general Waxahachie area. The 18th was to attend the Blue Knight funeral of Ken Stewart of chapter TX XLI. Then finally for April, there was the Texas Police Memorial Ride in Austin, TX on the 30th through May 2cd…
   In May, we all thoroughly enjoyed our sponsorship of the 2011 RGC Convention in Granbury.  We were extremely happy and proud to have such a tremendous turnout.  By all accounts, everyone had an exceptionally great time.  All of this in spite of a little rain and some small hail, but that Blue Knight spirit came out on top.  There were lots of good food, liquid libations, and fun activities for everyone to enjoy.   The bike games really went over very well.  Some of this year’s statistics were as follows.  There were a total of 48 Blue Knight Chapters represented at the RGC.  Texas One was the chapter with the most members present.  Congrats to you guys for that one.  Canada was the most distant chapter attending with a gang of miles under their belt, or BOTTOM.  And lastly, someone with the handle of “Frog” was purportedly the youngest member present.  Special Thanks to Jim & Kama Speed for the stats.  Additionally, a very special heart felt ‘Thank You’ needs to go out to Mitch Lee and his entire staff and crew for having completed a superb job on the 2011 RGC Convention.  Thank you one and all, very much!!!
   We started off June with a really neat meeting on the 9th.  The chapter assembled at Loyd Park, on Lake Joe Pool, in Grand Prairie, thanks to the courtesy of Garry & Debbie Grisham.  The TX-XXI’s Chuck Wagon was brought out with the head cook Ken Reeves at the spatula.   He commenced to burn up some really good red meat, (Pork Chops that Sandy had to go back and get, and NO, she did not forget them. That was someone who shall remain nameless, OK Ken???)  We all ate like kings with all the side dishes and trimmings. We even pigged out on some really fine homemade peach and a cherry cobbler’s, with homemade ice cream to boot.  We actually managed to squeeze in some time for a brief meeting. The function was well attended and everyone went home happy and full.   Thank You Ken, Sandy, Garry and Debbie.  We really do need to do that one, several more times again.
   On June the 11th & 12th, we were back on the road again.  This was a most notable activity. Texas XXI met up with Chapter Texas I, out of Tarrant County, and then rode up to Lawton, Oklahoma, where we met up with Chapter Oklahoma IV.  Folks, they are simply the GREATEST people!!!  They arranged for us to be put up at some very comfortable accommodations (and with a great breakfast bar too).  We were given a grand tour of the United States Army Base at Ft Sill.  The tour included the base museum, many, many, artillery pieces, Geronimo’s burial sight, along with other notorious Indian chief’s and a myriad of other very educational locations.  Everyone was treated to an exceptionally fine weekend, the best part being the outpouring of camaraderie and brotherhood.  
Photo below of the Oklahoma IV, Texas I, and Texas XXI group, high on Mt Scott.  Wow, what a view!
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    A very special shout out goes to Bob Adams, Road Captain and to John Whittington with his lovely wife and sons for putting a great deal of time, energy and coordination into an “OUTSTANDING” weekend.  June 17th found a bunch riding out to Cranfills Gap to enjoy some very tasty Hamburgers and Fries, and possibly a Cold Beverage of some sort as well, at the “Horny Toad Bar & Grill,” a really neat bikers spot in the hill country.  The 18th is a ‘Movie on the Square’ in the beautiful town of Waxahachie.  A fun filled, and entertainment packed evening for the whole family to enjoy.  And finally there will be a Drive-In Movie ride to Garrett, TX.   That one should be an evening of fun as well.

   Upcoming scheduled rides for July is another Drive-In Movie run to Garrett, TX on the 6th.   Then there’s the Golf Scramble Tournament, mentioned below on the 11th.  July 14th through the 25th will be a ride to the International Convention, in Chesapeake VA.  On the 16th there will be a Lunch Run to Edom, TX and then of course the ever popular ‘Ruckus-on-the-River’ on July 29th to the 31st.  Check out our web sight for more details of these upcoming rides/events.   And as always, please try to join us for some Good Rides, Good Fun, Good Friends, and Good Food.
   We don’t want to forget to give everyone a huge heads up on a very important upcoming event.  That is the first ever Annual Blue Knights Texas XXI, (Not-so-professional) Golf Scramble Tournament.  Our very own Bob Adams is the ram-rode on this event.  It is to be held on Monday, July the 11th at the prestigious Brickyard Golf Course located at 605 North I-45, Ferris, Texas. That would be on the southbound side of I-45 at exit 267.  You all come! Ya hear?  We still have some room for more players and sponsors as well.  You can contact Bob Adams at rgacra@flash.net or simply call him at 817-312-0761 for registration forms and/or sponsorship forms, or just for additional general information.  Note that this event is open to all persons.   Not just the Blue Knights.  Spread the word and have some fun.   Maybe even win $20,000.00 in cash. You can also check out more on the ‘Links’ section of our web site for additional info.  
   We all want to give a very special Shout-Out, Howdy, and Big ol’ Welcome to two of our newest members.  They are, Fred Perez who is with the Grand Prairie Marshall’s office, who joined in April.  And then there is Kenneth Burton who is with the U.S. Border Patrol, and who joined in May.  It is an interesting note that TX XXI happens to be possibly the only Chapter in the Blue Knights organization who has 3 brothers, all who are represented in a single Chapter, and that would be the Burton brothers.   How about that one? 
   As always, you are invited to visit our newly created Texas XXI web site at www.blueknightstx21.org. We are all pretty much excited and proud over this new site.   Please feel free to leave us your comments at our ‘Guest Book’ page.  Each of your comments are reviewed prior to posting, and each comment will be responded to individually, by a TX XXI member.  Also feel free to review our ‘Photo’ section for ‘Eyes On’ the fun that we have on our many rides and events.  Be sure to check out our ‘Calendar of Events’ section as well, so that you might perhaps join in with us on a road trip.  Then come back frequently and re-visit the site again, and again, as updates and additions are always taking place and evolving.
   Our two Road Captains are constantly busy putting together exciting and fun-filled rides. They can be counted on for quality ‘Day Trips’, ‘Evening Runs’, ‘Weekenders’, ‘Overnighters’, and always with the best food stops available.  Safety is always a paramount item with our road trips, so be sure to check out the helpful tips listed on our ‘Concerns’ page of our web site.  In closing, let us remind everyone to stay hydrated during these hot, dog days of summer.  Be Safe and as always, “Ride with Pride”.
   Respectfully submitted on behalf of the members of Texas XXI

   Ray Cram 

   TX XXI, Secretary.

******************************************************************************
Texas XXXVI- Kingsville

   Granbury, Texas was the site for this year‟s Rio Grande Conference Convention from the 19th-22nd of May. Rose, Elma, Oscar, Iggy and I, made the trip to Granbury to attend the convention. If there is an award for „Hard-Core Rider‟, it will have to go to Oscar since he was the only one that made the trip on a motorcycle.       Yeah, I know…we‟re supposed to be a motorcycle club…but getting caught in the rain is one thing…riding into it, is another. Weather forecast called for severe thunder storms with the possibility of tornadoes and hail, besides I had to pick up a cement mixer. 

   We departed on Wednesday for Granbury with an overnight stay in San Antonio, and in Iggy‟s case Waco, to visit with family. After arriving on Thursday, the rest of the day was spent registering for RGC and checking out our accommodations and the local cuisine. 

If you ever go to Granbury, you have got to try the rack of ribs at the Hoffbrau Steakhouse, they are fantastic! Babe‟s Chicken House is another place you must try; they can cook up chicken like grandma used to! There was no shortage of places to dine in Granbury! 

   During the convention we had the opportunity to meet the new International President, Bob Flanagan and his wife Connie. Bob and Connie have both held executive positions in the Blue knights Organization before and show promise of doing well in their present positions. 

   Friday and Saturday mornings the host chapter conducted tours to various destinations for those willing to brave the elements. Granbury is a historical town with many points of interest and the short time we were there was just not enough to see everything. 

Friday evening was spent around a giant skillet in the hotel parking lot used to prepare a fajita dinner.                       Saturday‟s banquet was held at the Granbury Convention Center by the lake where members of the Granbury Police Department presented the Colors. As always, it was good to see old friends and meet new ones. 

Texas 36 President


Ignacio “MO” Morales
******************************************************************************

Texas XL- Bay City

   Hello from Texas XL (40), Here in a little history of Texas XL we cover 3 counties Matagorda, Wharton, and Colorado. We have 13 members to date. We are a small Chapter but we have big hearts. 3 of our members got to experience the RGC in Granbury. We had a GREAT time, Big Thanks to Texas 6 for allowing us to tag along. We got to meet a lot of new brothers and sisters. My wife and I logged 980 miles that weekend and we cannot wait for Waco, 2012.  Other then that we have had a few small rides, again tagging along with Texas 6; I have started calling Texas 6 our Big Brother, Ha Ha Ha 

   Texas XL brother Giles Shine has started to work on our Web Site www.texasxl.org, we hope to have it fully running very soon. I am asking other members and presidents to pass on any helpful hints on membership other ways to keep the chapter active. Texas XL sends prayers and thoughts to the family and members of the Brazoria County Sheriff’s Office for the loss of Deputy Charles Van Meter who was killed in the line of duty on June 26th, 2011. 

As always Ride with Pride and for all you Street Cops WEAR YOUR VEST. 

Chris Crummett

President Texas XL
******************************************************************************

Texas XLII- Brownsville

   On Wednesday, April 6, 2011, Texas Blue Knights Chapter 42 took part in a ride from Brownsville, TX to Falfurias, Texas and back.  We helped escort the "Healing Wall", a symbol of our Vietnam veterans' patriotism and sacrifice, to the convention center in McAllen, TX.  This mobile "Healing Wall" carries the names of 58,000 fallen heroes from every state in the nation who died during the Vietnam War.  It gives citizens an opportunity to welcome home these brave soldiers in a manner suited to returning heroes, and serves to remind us who we have to thank for the freedoms we enjoy and so often take for granted.
   We met at the corner of Alton Gloor and North Bound 77 at 4:30 A.M.  Members present included Gilbert Losoya, Carlos Ayala, Luis Matus, Andy Torres, George Terrazas, and a retired CBP officer who we are trying to recruit. At 4:50 A.M., we picked up kickstands and rode North towards Harlingen.  In Harlingen, we exited on Tyler Street and did a slow roll by the Valero station to allow any members from Harlingen to join our group.  We were late arriving and Dennis Price was already in route.
   We then took Hwy. 83 West toward McAllen and caught up to Dennis Price who was observing the posted speed limit.  We turned onto 281 north and exited on Monte Cristo Rd. in Edinburg, TX. We arrived at the Flying J truck stop at around 6:00 A.M., and joined in with a large group of bikes from several different Valley motorcycle clubs.  Our very own Chaplain Terrazas led everyone in prayer before kickstands were raised and the line up began.  All motorcycles were on the road to Falfurias by 6:15am.
   The ride in the dark to the Falfurias Wal-Mart was chilly until the sun finally rose and gave us some much needed warmth.  The semi truck carrying the "Memorial Wall" was in the store's parking lot when we arrived.  The Wal Mart employees provided us with hot coffee, a bath room, glazed donuts, water, and sodas. It was a great welcome.  
   Kickstands were up by 8:10 A.M., and 71 motorcycles were on the road.  We were escorted by units and officers of the Border Patrol, Falfurias Constables, Hidalgo police department, and finally the McAllen police department all the way to the McAllen Memorial Park and convention center.  Greetings were exchanged, pictures were taken, and (as an old soldier put it) "history was made". 

 
   We had breakfast at a local taqueria on 10th street, named "Los Inolvidables".  It was an interesting experience, but I will let others share their own opinions about it at the next meeting.  As soon as our meal was finished, we rode back home.  
  I have attached some of the pictures I took, and some that were forwarded to me by other clubs.  I hope everyone enjoys them.  We will keep them to chronicle the history of our club.  This ride exemplifies the purpose and spirit of the Blue Knights.  It was a real honor and privilege as a veteran of four deployments, and a soldier still serving in our country's proud, all volunteer force, to also participate as a member of TX42.  Causes that bring to light the hardships and sacrifices of those that defended and still defend our freedom will always be my first priority when it comes to planning rides for TX42.  I know I can count on your support and continued participation in future rides. 
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My sincere thanks to all of those who were able to ride. 

Juan Carlos Ayala, 
Immigration Enforcement Agent, 
Willacy County Detention Center, Raymondville, Texas

******************************************************************************

                                                        Birth Announcements 

Arkansas V- AR V member Henry Campfield and his wife Danielle announce the birth of their first child Kaia Elise Campfield.  Kaia was born on April 15th, 2011 at 7:56AM.  Kaia was 5lbs 12oz and was 19 inches long.  All are doing very well.

******************************************************************************

******************************************************************************************
                                        2011 Blue Knights Conferences
Blue Knights International, July 17-22 Chesapeake, VA Hosted by VA-I
Great Lake Regional Conference, August 19-21 Canton, OH Hosted by OH-XXV
West-Coast Conference, August 21-25 Boise, ID Hosted by ID-I

North East Conference, (Fall) September 9-11 Warwick, RI Hosted by RI-I
Mid-West Conference, (Fall) September 16-18 unknown location Hosted by Iowa IV
United Kingdom and Ireland Conference, unknown at this time                                  

Tri-State Conference, unknown at this time
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Waco, Texas
Hosted by Blue Knights Texas XI
May 17-20, 2012

Texas X has the privilege of hosting RGC 2012 in Waco and we are excited about it.
Mark your calendar and schedule early. We plan on having our web site ready soon so
please check back from time to time to find registration and hotel information.
www.blueknightstexaschaptenxi.com
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                                                                    RGC Officers


Chairman- Kenneth Reeves TX XXI                                      E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx21@aol.com" ��blueknightstx21@aol.com� 


Vice Chairman- Richard Cashell TX XXXIV                          E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:rcashell@tylertexas.com" ��rcashell@tylertexas.com�  


Secretary- Gary Keeter ARII                                                  E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:3dkeeter@windstream.net" ��3dkeeter@windstream.net�  


Treasurer- A. J. Sandoval TX IV                                              E-Mail - � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajsandoval@satx.rr.com" ��ajsandoval@satx.rr.com�  


International Representative- D. J. Alvarez TX XXXI         E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:Blueknights31@aol.com" ��� � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx31@aol.com" ��blueknightstx31@aol.com�    
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Publication Dates– 1st of January, April, July,October, articles need to be submitted before these dates
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