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Rio Grande Conference Web Site - www.bkrgc.org
Web-Master- Shawn Lootens  TX XXXI                             
E-Mail: vorticity37@msn.com
RGC Safety Officer- David(DW)Wright TX XXXIX          
E-Mail: lilone32919@aol.com    

RGC Quartermaster- Laura Sims TX XXXI                      
E-Mail: mamatx31@yahoo.com  
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Chairman – Kenneth Reeves
   Hope everyone had a good Christmas and was able to take a Chapter ride on the first day of 2012.  This has been a very busy three months for the Rio Grande Blue Knights. Many Chapters have been working on several Charities from toy runs, welcoming our soldier’s home from the war, helping our Wounded Warriors, and helping to feed those who have fallen on hard times and need of our help. This speaks well of the RGC Blue Knights.

   The RGC has riding weather most of the year. While we have a little down time this winter, please get your bike in good riding shape when the riding season really gets good in a couple of months.

Survey

   In October 2011 the RGC Board sent the Chapter Presidents a survey asking two questions. We needed to know if you wanted to bring these items up for discussion at the Presidents meeting this May at the Conference in Waco.  The Chapters response on the survey indicated you want a change so these issues will be on the agenda at the May meeting.

Survey Question 1
Combine the Chairman and International Rep. positions or have two different people hold these positions. 
60% of the membership wants these positions combined. 
This only makes sense to me because once the Chairman makes a quarterly report to give at an International Board meeting, why then give the report to another person to represent the Conference.  It takes very little extra time to do and it holds only one person responsible.  This will get the information from the International Board meeting back to the RGC Board in a timely manner.  There is also only one person to be replaced if the Chairman is lacking in his work.

Survey Question 2
Have one conference meeting per year. 20% are in favor.

Have a spring and fall Conference meeting. 28% are in favor.

Have one conference meeting in May and several smaller area get together's. 52% are in favor.

 

International News

   All Blue Knights are covered under the same $3,000.00 AD&D insurance policy you have been covered under for the last 18 months. This is a very good thing for all Blue Knights and their families’ worldwide.

There are a few things you may or may not notice with this change.

1. There will not be a $500.00 expected increase this year in the policy value.  
2. We lost our personal contact with the Company.  If you have a question or a complaint, it will be handled by contacting International, Not the RGC Board. 

3. The yellow cards you were asked to send in to list your benefactor has been resent to the members of the RGC.  You do not have to send these cards in again. If you have not already thrown them away, give them to your President so the new member of your Chapter can have the information.
 

Personal note

   I advised the RGC Board I would be spending some time recruiting along the board cities in Mexico during some down time in February and March.  These plans have been postponed for the time being due to my being scheduled to have my left knee replaced on February 1st.   A little rehab and I should be good to ride shortly.  Seems like I recover from these types of things rather quickly. 

   Finally: Remember being in Law Enforcement, we live in a glass house with everyone watching. Be a good representative of our profession and the Blue Knights. Your Chapter is what you take time for it to be.  We don't have a better recruitment tool than you wearing your colors and having fun with your fellow officers.

   Kenneth Reeves

RGC Chairman, Blue Knights President TX XXI
972-935-1491
*****************************************************************************
Vice-Chairman – Richard Cashell
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   Greetings,

   Hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas, and that the New Year finds you well. This shapes up to be a busy year in the RGC. We have the RGC convention in Waco in May, and Blue Knights International convention in Tyler in July. 

   Texas XXXIV hosted their first Toy Run benefiting The Arrow Project. The turnout was great and over $3,000.00 in toys and donations were presented. There were several Chapters who participated. 

Remember to get those renewals in. 

   A new chapter is forming in Frisco and may actually be finalized by the time this newsletter is published. Keep spreading the word about the Best Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club. Remember to invite prospective members on your rides. The best recruiting tool we have is when members share their passion for Blue Knights with other Officers who ride. 

Remember to ride safe and Ride with Pride

   Richard Cashell

Vice-Chairman

Rio Grande Conference
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*****************************************************************************
Secretary - Gary Keeter

   First I would like to say I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Blue Knights International reports that there are 635 Chapters, 20,490 members in 29 countries so let’s keep the Blue Knights growing. RGC reports that we have 47 chapters and 1,520 members. It is renewal time so let’s get out there and recruiting new members and keeping the ones we have. 

   I want to remind the chapter executive boards the when your chapter changes any board members to let the RGC Secretary know who are the chapters new board members. E-mail the RGC Secretary their Names, address, phone numbers and e-mail address.
   This year is election for the RGC Executive Board; this will take place at the RGC at Waco in May. I will NOT be running for RGC Secretary at this time. 

You will find registration and information sheet for RGC 2012 at the end of the RGC News.

Thank You Ride Safe and Ride With Pride

Gary Keeter
*****************************************************************************
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Treasurer- A.J. Sandoval
RGC Blue Knights
Greetings:  I’d like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Safe and Prosperous New Year in 2012.  Best wishes of good health and spirits for the New Year and blessings of safe riding everywhere you ride. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the May RGC Conference in Waco, Texas. Till then … ride safe and always Ride With Pride!
Financial Update:  Not much new to report other than financially the RGC treasury is holding steady without any surge of expenses or income.  
Special Thanks:  I’d like to again extend my sincere thanks again for your continued support of our RGC Treasure mission and please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can ever be of assistance!

Sinceramente,
AJ Sandoval III
Rio Grande Conference Treasure / TX Rep.

ajsandoval@satx.rr.com
******************************************************************************

RGC Safety Officer – David Wright

   I hope everyone enjoyed the Holidays and got to start the New Year off right by dusting the bike off and taking it for ride on New Years day. 

   Let’s face it we are a motorcycle club. With that being said most of the time you pull the bike out of the garage and head out for a ride it is to meet up with other members for a group ride. I hope by now everyone has had a chance to take a look at the Basic Group Riding Handbook. It has a lot of good information about group riding such as formation, standard maneuvers, and hand signals. 

   I feel that some of the most important topics are towards the end of the handbook. Always remember when riding with a group of other riders to RIDE YOUR OWN RIDE. What I mean by this is know your personal skill limits, and your motorcycle skill limits and ride with in them. 

   Let say you a few of your buddies are out for a ride, and you’re on a nice curvy road. Your buddies are taking the curve and a higher speed than you are comfortable with, don't try and keep up with them. Ride the curves at the speed you feel comfortable with. When you try to match pace with them you may end up making a crucial mistake, like applying the breaks in a curve. 

   Make it a habit to do your pre-ride inspection or T-CLOCS. It is always better to find the problem in the garage rather than the side of the road. If you are unfamiliar with a pre-ride inspection you can download a form from the Motorcycle Safety Foundations website at MSF-USA.ORG. 

   If you have any questions about this or any other motorcycle safety topics please feel free to contact me at vicepres@blueknightstx39.org

Just remember that you and only you are responsible for your safety and riding behavior.

As always Ride With Pride and Ride Safe. 
David Wright 

RGC Safety Officer

Vice President TX 39
Chapter News
*****************************************************************************

Arkansas V – Mountain Home

     Over a period of approximately 5 months we conducted a fund raising effort for the Baxter House Adult Day Care Center here in Mountain Home.  The Baxter House provides day care services for the senior members of our community much like a child day care center would provide for the young children of our community.  When we found out that the Baxter House does not receive any out side funding we recognized a need to do something for them.  We held a benefit drawing where we gave away a deer hunting rifle with scope and hard carry case, a professional grade fishing rod, a guided striper fishing trip for two on Lake Norfork and a guided trout fishing trip for two on the White River.  As a result of our efforts and the support of the community on November 14th, 2011 we presented a check for $1000.00 to The Baxter House Adult Day Care Center.
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L to R: Garry Kingsland, Omar Crafton, Bob 
Buschbacher, President AR V, Carolyn Treat, 
Director of the Baxter House, and Jim Mandock
 

Bob Buschbacher, President Arkansas V
*****************************************************************************

Texas I- Hurst

Geez!  What a different kinda year this has been.  The economy sucks, the summer riding season was too dang hot to enjoy, I didn’t hit the lottery (yet!) and Debbie won’t let me have another dog!  But – I still have gas in the Goldwing!


Texas #1 has done more riding since the last newsletter than we did during the entire summer.  As mentioned on the last report, we were asked to assist with the escort of bikes for the annual Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation “Ride For Kids” on Oct. 2.  I also mentioned that we were hoping for good weather and a better turn out than last year.  Well, we had perfect riding weather and there were about 300 riders for the escorted ride again this year.  The final total for the fundraiser was just over $156,000.  Don’t get me wrong, this wasn’t a ride for the wealthy, this was the collection for funds raised by various companies, groups and individuals throughout the year along with the contributions from the event.  Anyway, it exceeded the expectations of the event coordinators and was better than the year before in every aspect.  (The bar-b-que sandwich sack lunches really sucked though, but the breakfast burritos were pretty good.)
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PBTF Ride For Kids





Fall RGC Luncheon


The very next weekend was the scheduled Fall RGC luncheon in Corsicana.  RGC Chairman Ken Reeves had arranged for the get-together at the Sirloin Stockade steakhouse to discuss the possibility of having a Spring and Fall RGC meeting and event.  I’m sure he will have something to say about this event in his report so I won’t get into all of the details about the meeting.  There were about 60 folks present for the lunch and discussion and things seemed to be well accepted.


The very next weekend was the divisional playoff final game for the TEXAS RANGERS and Detroit Tigers for the American League Championship in baseball.  We had a pizza party at my old P.D. Association building with the big-screen HDTV.  Since I was the “host” of the party, I got the recliner chair and everyone else had to sit in the portable, plastic chairs.  Yea, I lost it when I had to get up to go to the restroom but I sat and waited for the opportunity to get it back after continually offering the thief more soda throughout the evening.  (Man, that guy had a HUGE bladder!  It took forever for him to get up.)  But the night was great and the Rangers slaughtered the Tigers for the championship win and the chance to play in the World Series again!


The very next weekend (do you see a pattern starting here?) was the second of our semi-annual “Don’t Mess With Texas – Adopt-A-Highway” trash pick-up day.  Twice a year, April and October, Texas #1 goes out to our assigned two mile stretch of highway and picks up the trash and litter.  The TXDOT folks have a sign posted at both ends of our designated area publicizing the Blue Knights and they also provide us with traffic vests and trash bags.  One of our guys rode his trike out for the day and carried a cooler full of water bottles for us as we did our work.  Due to our connections with the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office, we also had the assistance of 6 helpers from the court system’s “work release” program sent out to help with the duty.    With the pattern we have developed to perform the chore, it only took us about 3 hours to do the work.  After the work, we invaded a local, all-you-can-eat Mongolian grill restaurant for lunch.  And, free ice cream for dessert!
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Texas Rangers Championship Playoffs



         Adopt-A-Highway Clean Up Day


The very next weekend, and the last weekend of October, we had a breakfast ride planned.  It was sent out to the members as a “mystery ride.”  It was a little chilly as we started out about 8 a.m. but it turned into a great riding day by the afternoon.  Anyway, the ride took us through some back roads to the town of Aurora, TX where we had been before but it had been quite awhile.  The restaurant was Tater Junction which was like a double-wide trailer made into a restaurant with good home-cooking.  While we were enjoying our meal, I asked our waitress – “Where is the cemetery with the grave of the alien spacecraft pilot?”  The smart-aleck waitress told me “down the road.”  (We were having fun with sarcastic banter from the time we had arrived so there were no serious arguments between the staff and the group.)  It just so happened that another patron overheard our conversation and came to our table to offer some information.  He gave us directions to the cemetery and, after eating, we found the location with no difficulty.  After a short “grid” search for the marker, we found it!  It was a cheesy, little rock marker with a spaceship etched into it under two large, old trees.  We got our group photo and noticed that the Texas Historical Site marker at the cemetery gate mentioned the grave in the cemetery from the alleged crash from 1897.  Then, just recently, we saw a special show on the National Geographic channel about the crash, the cemetery and the grave.  It was pretty interesting and We Were There!
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     Breakfast & Alien Hunting





Denton City Park Dedication

After the busy October, we took a week off with the first of November but then came the second weekend!  Texas #1 got an invitation from our neighbor chapter, #27 up in Denton, to participate with them in a city park dedication to one of their local fallen military heroes.  On Memorial Day, we rode to Denton and attended the dedication to the fallen soldier who had been killed in action in Iraq and had been in the “Citizens On Patrol” organization with the Denton P.D. before going off to war.  He had aspirations of returning to become a police officer for the Denton P.D. but was unfortunately taken from his family by an I.E.D.  The city of Denton had burgers and hot dogs for the attendees and the city officials made a ceremonious and sincere presentation to the family of the soldier.  There was a bagpipe player, a display of plaques on a traveling mini-wall of the North Texas soldiers who had been killed in the Gulf wars, a flag presentation from the White House which was later raised on the pole next to the dedication plaque for the park, and an army Huey helicopter flyover to end the ceremony.  It was very moving and pretty cool!  Thanks Chapter #27 for the invitation to be a part of the event.


On the 20th of November, our club participated in the annual Cycle Club of Ft. Worth’s “Turkey Run.”  This was the 43rd year that this club has held this event and they seem to always have extraordinary luck with the weather this time of year.  It was a beautiful morning; I think about 70 degrees at 9:30 a.m.  There was a question about whether or not it was going to rain in the afternoon but it wasn’t raining when we got started.  It turned out that most of our club had decided not to take the chance on the weather so there was only a group of four of us to make the ride.  We registered for the event then stopped for a quick Micky-D’s breakfast.  After riding around to all of the outer checkpoints, the last checkpoint was back at the CCFW clubhouse.  As we left the next to last checkpoint, we noticed that the temperature seemed to be dropping.  Within 20 miles of the last leg of the route, the temperature, showing on my Goldwing’s outside air thermometer, went from 79 degrees to 59 degrees.  At the clubhouse though, the CCFW had a huge pot of “hobo stew” which quickly warmed up the innards of the riders.  Since none of us had a good enough game card to place for any of the winnings, we decided to call it a day and head home to watch the remainder of the Dallas Cowboy’s game.  As I rounded up everyone so not to leave anyone behind, I heard the club announcer mention it was time to give out the awards for the ride, starting with “largest club in colors.”  When no one spoke up about their representation, I hollered out “the Blue Knights have four!(?)”  Someone from the back yelled out “does everyone have to be in colors?  If not, we have five but if so, we only have two!”  The announcer for the CCFW club then announced that we had won the award with four!  I couldn’t believe it!  Although we have won this award for like, six years in a row, I never expected this year would extend our streak!  Who’da thunk it?
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          CCFW Turkey Run 





Christmas Dinner Party

Told ya at the start that we had a better Fall than we did Summer!


We finally started getting some rain in our area in December and it’s been on the weekends.  But, our Christmas party was Saturday, Dec. 17. and the party coordinator’s did an outstanding job decorating and picking up some general gift items for attendance drawings.  We had about 40 present for the dinner with two couples as potential new members.  The caterers out did themselves with the bar-b-que and fixins’ for the dinner.  I even made a chocolate sheet cake for dessert to go along with the cobblers that our party coordinator’s provided.  Before adjourning our dinner, we decided to plan for our annual “Casino Ride” on New Year’s Day.  We think that tying our luck at the Indian casinos in Oklahoma will predict our luck throughout the upcoming year.  So far, nobody’s become independently wealthy over the last five or so years but I don’t think any of the group have lost the shirts off their backs in any given year so far either.


Hope everyone had a terrific and safe holiday season!  Looking forward to seeing everyone healthy and happy in the New Year!

Gene Fuqua

Secretary
BK TX #1

*****************************************************************************

Texas VI- Angleson 
   Happy New Year from Texas VI and South central Texas. We have been very busy around here in December with several community projects going seemingly at once. Our group again assisted in building bicycles for Blue Santa in Alvin and I am happy to report that those bikes, as well as many toys, were dispersed to happy children in Alvin on Thursday December 15th. The week before this event, on Saturday the 10th some of our members; Past President Mike Gingrich, and the ever present Doc Adams, along with Blue Santa president Gary Mutchler attended a Breakfast with Santa in Pearland while other TX VI members attended the Wreaths Across America ceremonies in Houston to honor our fallen veterans who have sacrificed their lives so that we can enjoy our freedoms. Then on Sunday December 18th Tx VI delivered two trailer loads of toys and bicycles to the communities of Mims just south of Brazoria and Damon near West Columbia. These efforts were deeply appreciated by all the recipients.
We attended a party on the Brazos River at member Constable Kanters' house the evening of the 10th and then we all met for our annual Christmas party at Judy Scotts' home and really had a wonderful time. Thanks go out to Chaplin Judy Scott for her gracious invitation. 
   We had a club ride planned for the Woodville area for fun and food but the Texas weather didn't cooperate for us and it was cancelled. I am very busy trying to contact and collect dues for the year but I will always try to find time to ride a little if the weather holds. We are already making plans for the RGC in Waco this May. I have made my reservations but I suggest you don't dilly dally so you find no more room at the Inn. I look forward to seeing everyone at Waco this year. 
Ride safe and stay warm! Happy New Year!! 
Big John Ideus - President Texas VI, Brazoria Texas
*****************************************************************************

Texas XI- Waco

   Hello from Central Texas.  
   Texas Chapter XI was saddened at the loss of their Chapter Chaplain, Gerald “Jerry” Hineline.  Jerry transferred to Heaven One on December 15, 2011.  A memorial service was held at the Lorena United Methodist Church in Lorena on Wednesday, December 21, at 2:00 p.m.  

Jerry was born November 11, 1939 in Lancaster, PA to Edwin and Mildred Hineline, Sr. 
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                                                BK TX XI Chaplain Jerry Hineline 1939 – 2011

Jerry served in the Air Force from 1962 – 1965.  He was a police officer for 40 years with service in the Waco and Woodway Police Departments and the McLennan County Sheriff’s Department.  

Jerry is survived by his wife, Linda; daughter Beckie Lasseter and husband Jerry, step-daughter Dawn Montgomery and husband Monnie, step-son Mark Dillon and wife Toyia, step-son Sammy Pearson and wife Megan; and five grandchildren. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Jerry’s family during this time.

Jerry joined Blue Knights Texas Chapter XI in March 2005.  He was a dedicated member, helping out at all the chapter fundraiser events, especially those involving sick children.   Jerry fought his own battle with cancer this past year but continued to be involved with the Chapter.  We will miss you Jerry.

   Texas Chapter XI is hosting 2012 Rio Grande Conference in Waco May 17 – 20, 2012.  Just a reminder that early registration ends March 15, 2012.   Registration fees are $65.00 per adult and $45.00 per child under age 15, after March 15 the rates are $75.00 per adult and $55.00 per child under age 15.  Registration information can be found at our website:  www.blueknightstexaschapterxi.com or email bkrgc2012@yahoo.com.  Contact phone numbers are 254-934-2072 or 254-709-4047 or 254-716-8625.  

   Hotel Information:  Host Hotel Clarion Hotel, 801 S. 4th St., Waco, Texas 254-757-2000 or 800-275-9226

                                    Rate $88.00 per night

                                    America’s Best Value Inn & Suites, 115 Jack Kultgen IH 35, Waco, Texas

                                    254-754-1266    Rate $49.99 per night

                                    Best Western Old Main Lodge, 4th Street and IH 35, Waco, Texas 254-753-0316 and

                                    800-299-9226    Rate $84.00 per night.

   BK TX XI will be busy the next few months finalizing activities for the Conference.  The banquet on Saturday will be held at Knox Hall at the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum.  All of the hotels are located within a few blocks of Knox Hall.  Waco is also home to the Texas Sports Hall of Fame, Dr. Pepper Museum, Mayborn Museum, scenic Cameron Park, Cameron Park Zoo (52 acre natural habitat zoo), Waco Mammoth Site, Waco Suspension Bridge (National Historic Landmark) and Indian Spring Park.  There are a lot of fun and interesting places to visit in Waco and the surrounding areas.  Our Road Captains will be working on scenic rides covering McLennan, Hill, Bosque, Coryell and Bell counties.

   One of our early registrants asked if they could bring a door prize.  Yes, a door prize would be greatly appreciated.  If any Blue Knight member wants to bring a door prize, please do so, or if you have a business and would like your name included on the program donor list please contact us.  

   So please get those 2012 RGC registration forms mailed so they reach us by March 15.  We are looking forward to seeing you in Waco.

 Doyle Brock

BK TX XI President
*****************************************************************************

Texas XII- San Antonio  
Blue Knights and Comrades,
Thank you for insuring that our 10th Anniversary, Mission Road Developmental Center / Blue Knight Christmas Toy Ride was a complete success again, and this all despite the initially cool, then colder, then finally colder and later wet weather.  Despite bugging all of you these last 8 months, praying for great weather and all, it did seem to have worked out well, all our goals met, but only because of the great work all Blue Knights, Iron Guard, and VFW members did, including those who tackled all traffic and safety matters, managed the crowd, coordinated the event processes and Vendors, registered the participants, our great Uniformed Police Escorts who did a magnificent job getting us from the VFW to the MRDC again without incident, without accidents, or any injuries, and all others whom I have neglected to acknowledge here so far. 
To all who took a personal interest in all aspects of the great event and hung in there until the end, I offer my most sincere appreciation. I personally received nothing by extremely positive accolades and promises by various clubs, who have committing themselves for another go next year, including Priscilla Sanchez-Hurt and Moonstruck, the Iron Guard MC, and VFW Post 837 and the Men's Auxiliary. Our Guests of Honor BC Dist. Attorney Judge Susan D. Reed, and BC Sheriff Amadeo Ortiz were superb and were procured through the great efforts of BKTX12 Richard "Primo" "Blue Santa" Cervera, and Aaron "51" Barasa, and BCDA's Office Mike Beers. The 4 wheeler BC Pct #4 Police Escorts were procured by the President of the Brothers of Fallen Heroes Organization, "Green Santa" Burt Hernandez. The incredible Singer Ms. Sara Centeno was procured by BKTX12 Hilario "Laylow" Gutierrez. Thanks too to the Registering Committee, the Gift Bagging Committee, Ground Safety Committee, Josue and his Video Services, BKTX12 for some pics, and last but not least of course, God! 
Thanks everyone for your wonderful efforts...this success belongs exclusively to you! 

Wild Bill - President Blue Knights International Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club Texas Chapter 12

www.bktx12.com

 


 *****************************************************************************
Texas XXI – Waxahachie

   Hello Blue Knight Brothers and Sisters. Hope all of you are staying cool and comfortable. The fall weather is such a sweet change from those hot torrid summer months of not riding and staying at home in front of the AC. As might be expected, these last three months have really been active. Here are just some of what we have done for October, November and December.

   We started out the last quarter of 2011 with our second GREAT road trip up north, to Lawton, Oklahoma. Five bikes and 8 riders spent 3 absolutely beautiful days touring the sights of Ft. Sill Army Reservation, with their many historical grave sites, and the famous historical “Cannon Walk”, the Mt. Scott area, and by the way, the Meer’s Burgers are still fantastic, the Holy City, and the Medicines Park, Wild Life Reserve. We counted some 30 plus Buffalo roaming freely across the roads. Ever hear of “Chaps My Ass” motorcycle shop? You have got to go shopping there. Among the many high points of the trip, had to be the evenings spent together, where we simply sat around and visited, and truly enjoying each other’s company. What a GREAT ride it was. Well almost great, on Friday night, our Chapter President, Ken came down with a case of food poisoning. Being the TROOPER that he is, (and was) he was able to hung in there and stayed up with the group the whole way. Bless his heart, he truly is, a not so little TROOPER.
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  Ft. Sill Field Artillery Museum

The Cannon Walk

    Taking in the sites

       A pause for the cause
   On Saturday, October the 8th, several of us attended the RGC Regional Fall Meeting held in Corsicana, Texas. We had eight of our members, on five bikes, logging approximately 600 plus group miles for the day. The day was absolutely beautiful for a motorcycle run. The Sirloin Stockade was a really good meeting place, with a good selection of food on their buffet. We all truly enjoyed the meeting, and the sharing of information and news from around the RGC, It was all very beneficial. But we especially enjoyed the fellowship of at least six other Chapters, which included guest members of the Buffalo Soldiers MC from the Killeen area. There were 52 members present for this first of its kind meeting. It was a really nice turn out, with TX XXXIV having had the most members present. Congratulations to them.

   October the 14th thru the 16th found several Chapter members riding out East to Natchitoches, Louisiana for a 3 day, 2 night road trip. This was a truly spectacular ride. We rode out the back country roads through the piney woods of east Texas and into the piney woods of Louisiana. This was some truly magnificent scenery. It turns out that Natchitoches, pronounced NA-KA-DISH, is literally filled with a great deal of early American history. The group, consisting of 7 bikes, and 11 members, were led by Assistant Road Captain Tony ‘Pixie’ Colonna, who did an absolutely superb job of scouting out this run in advance and selecting some great stops. The group first visited the historic 1821 “Oakland Plantation” located on the Cane River, along the National Heritage Trail. The tour, led by Jean Carter was most informative. 
The next visit was to the “Melrose Plantation” of the 1830’s. The Melrose is one of only two National Bicentennial Farms West of the Mississippi. The group also enjoyed some typical Louisiana fare, having had dinner on the patio at Mama’s Oyster House, situated in the beautiful historic downtown area. Another good dining experience was at the Lasyone’s Meat Pie Restaurant for lunch, and everyone enjoyed the dinner on the patio, overlooking the Cane River, at the Cane River Bar & Grill. With great riding weather, beautiful sights, sumptuous foods, it was all topped off with our evenings being spent together enjoying the warmth and camaraderie of each other, which was really the high point of our days. I cannot over state just how great a destination point this is, I truly can’t wait for a return trip. There’s so much to see, so much to do, and so little time. Thank you again Pixie!! Great Job…
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   In recognition of Veteran’s Day, Texas 21 turned out with 9 Iron Horses and 1 cage consisting of 13 members, who attended the 11th annual ‘Veteran’s Appreciation Day’, held at the Waxahachie Civic Center on Saturday, November 12th.

   The place was rightly packed with veterans from every branch of service, their families and friends. The occasion brought out all the flags, bugles, bagpipes, honor guards, (The DPS Honor Guard Unit was especially outstanding with their 21 gun salute), a jazz ensemble, two separate singing groups, combat video’s from all the major conflicts, and the recognition of every veteran in the building. It all brought a lump to your throat and a tear to your eyes.

   At the end of the ceremony, everyone went outside to a wreath laying presentation at the Ellis County Veterans Memorial, after which the crowd was entertained with a very nice flyover of some 11 vintage military aircraft ranging from a WW II jet fighter up to a couple of very large bombers. As an added treat, the planes performed multiple flyovers.

   Suffice it to say that everyone was extremely proud and moved by this most memorable ceremony and the honoring of our military hero’s past and present. God it’s good to be an American. John F. Kennedy once said “A nation reveals itself not only by the men it produces, but also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.” God Bless America.

   Afterwards, we all road out to the Pit Stop BBQ place and got into some serious eating and some quality visiting time as well. We then pretty much broke up the party. Some returned to town to observe staged WW II combat re-enactments, while others road off into the sunset. It was an absolutely wonderful event and a beautiful day. It’s good to be a Blue Knight.
   Here are just a few of our Vet’s being recognized and pic’s of the event. Hope you enjoy them.
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    Forming up to leave                        Arriving at Civic Center                          Tim M. – U.S. Air Force
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                  Ray P. – U.S. Navy                             Ray C. – U.S. Army                             John P. - 
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                        Bag Piper                                 Dwight P. - Supporter                     TX DPS Honor Guard
   For the weekend of November 19 & 20th a group of us headed down to Fort McKavett, Texas, to assist the West Texas Rehabilitation Center, of San Angelo, in the feeding of some 200 plus Wounded Warriors, friends and families, who were being recognized by that community.

   We first stopped off near Cleburne, at the Chisholm Trail Outdoor Museum, who was putting on the 11th annual ‘Pioneer Days Festival’. They had Civil War reenactments, cannon firings, Dutch Oven Cooking, a multitude of venders, food and displays, Cowboy shootouts, and yes, our very own Chapter 21 President, and you’re RGC Chairperson, Kenneth Reeves, managed to get himself arrested and put in to jail. I don’t recall the exact charges, but it was going to cost a $5.00 bail, or reciting the Texas State Pledge. None of the rest of us was prepared to pay up the $5.00 fine, and Ken couldn’t remember the words to the states pledge, so he parlayed his release down to singing the “I’m a Little Tea Pot” song on the main street. Folks it would have brought a tear to your eyes. After getting Ken out of jail, we biked up and headed out for Menard, Texas.

   The trip down there was absolutely fantastic. The road conditions were good, weather was perfect and the scenery was gorgeous. Upon arrival in beautiful downtown Menard, we all registered at our motel and headed out for some really good Mexican food. We were met up there by Archie Jobes, the lead cook, to map out the following day’s events. After dinner we assembled outside our motel rooms for some liquid libations and a little story telling. I can’t expand on that topic any further, because everybody knows that what happens in Menard stays in Menard. But we did have an awful lot of good fun.

The next day, at 0-Dark-30 hours, we headed down to Fort McKavett. Long storey short, we worked a little bit, ate some of the best brisket in Texas, did some serious visiting, and overall had a truly great and memorable experience. At two o’clock in the afternoon we all headed home under some very heavy clouds and a fine mist of light rain, which eventually turned into some serious and chilly downpours. On the way home we stopped off literally at the Center of Texas, for a photo op, and to don our rain gear. Going down the roadway, we were fortunately able to avoid some seriously stupid drivers, several possible accidents, running into dear and/or dear carcasses, and experienced some not so very good bike riding weather. But we all did make it home safely. TYG. Here are some photo’s that really tell the story.
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                The Kitchen Crew                         The Center of Texas marker                               The Kitchen
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            The Hirschfeld Chapel

         Sandy & Karl

        Ken & Brother Ben
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Best Brisket in Texas

      Loading the Stove


Cutting & Dicing
   December the 16th was the appointed date of the Chapter 21 Christmas Party. It turned out to be a very gala event, which was held at the Beaumont Ranch near Grandview. Approximately 30 members, friends and family attended. It’s purported to have had lots of food, good fellowship, and possibly even toddy or two by some of those in attendance. It is always nice to have a party and not have to do the set up or the clean up. Merry Christmas to all…

   As always, we invite you to visit our web page, at www.blueknightstx21.org. In closing, we wish you all a Happy and Safe Riding year, and as always, “Ride with Pride”.  Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the members of Texas XXI, 
Ray Cram, Chapter Secretary.
*****************************************************************************

Texas XXVIII- Athens

   Members from BK XXVIII gave of their time on December 17, 2011, to ring the bell for the Salvation Army at the Wal-Mart store in Athens, Texas.  Members worked the bell and bucket all day and raised almost $1000.00.  It was a pleasure to help the Salvation Army that does so much for our community.  All the funds raised stays in Henderson County.  We got to explain too many citizens just who the Blue Knights are and what we do. 
Kenneth Head
******************************************************************************
Texas- XXXIV- Tyler

   Thank you to all who participated in our First Annual Blue Knights Toy Run.  You helped make Christmas a little brighter for some East Texas kids who have not known much happiness in their little lives.  I am profoundly grateful to each of you!

   For those of you who are on Facebook, all of our ride photos and video were uploaded to our Blue Knights, Texas 34 Facebook page.  I am not on Facebook, but if you have trouble finding the photos, e-mail me and I will get one of our Facebook junkies to direct you to the right spot in cyber space.
Kenny Ray, Road Captain

Blue Knights, Texas 34 

******************************************************************************

Texas XXXVI- Kingsville

   Howdy from Texas XXXVI on the 3rd Coast Kingsville/Corpus Christi way.  Just a note that Past President Hector Garza (Pitaya) and I are busy with the International Renewal Packet for 2012.  Chasing down Cops to get money from them is as Past President George Walker Bush says, "Hard Work"!  TX 36 will have enough returning members to keep the club another year.  Recruiting is down in our area and we loose members to other LE Clubs in the South Texas Area.  I do not know the reason or the motivation for this dilemma, they won't say.  It’s not for lack of rides or things to do; maybe they have too much work and extra jobs to have the nice things they want/need.  

   On another note please change our Chapter PO Box address to:

                      BLUE KNIGHTS TEXAS XXXVI
                      PO Box 10142
                      Corpus Christi, Texas 78460

   I pray all have had a very Merry Christ Birthday and plan to have a very successful and Prosperous New Year.  Until we ride again, stay safe, obey all the laws and be a good citizen.

Ignacio Morales (Moe) 
President TX 36
361-548-3941
iggmoe1@gmail.com 
******************************************************************************

Texas XLII- Brownsville

                                                               Hero’s Ride TX 42

   Today, July 3, 2011, about 200 bikes and riders showed up to take part in yet another worthy cause.  Everyone was there to help come up with the money to buy care packages that will be shipped out to the Valley soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Once again, the Blue Knights were at the forefront of this event.  Blue Knights TX42 were part of the event coordination, while Blue knights TX2 were responsible for providing the presence needed to represent our club by showing up with over a dozen members.  
At 0700am my brother-in-law and I met up at the Valero Gas station on the corner of FM511 and N. HWY 77.  Once there, we were met by Eliazar, president of the Regulators LE/MC, and one of his club members.  I waited till 7:15 AM and then rode up to the San Benito, TX. Harley Davidson, in order to hook up with any TX42 brothers that would be waiting for me there.    
   At 0750 we mounted up and began our ride to the Texas State Veteran's Cemetery in Mission, arriving there an hour later. It was ten minutes after 9am, when the first bikes began to show.  We set up a table and some chairs, so that a representative could collect money and tickets from all those participating.  Mohica, from Blue Knights TX2, arrived with his ten riders and I was also joined by "Wolfman".  Channel 5 News arrived to set up a live feed, interviewing me and placing TX42 in the limelight as well as recognizing our involvement in making this ride a success.  All in all, 200 motorcycles were registered and over $2,000 were collected.   
   Everyone was gathered at 1030 AM for the blessing of the ride/bikes and to discuss the line up, route, and to receive the safety brief from the acting Road Captain ("Colgate" of the Escondidos MC).  We took of soon after, with the full police escort provided by the Hidalgo, TX. Sheriff’s department, as well as the Cameron County sheriff's.  The line was an impressive sight to see.  Riders rode in tandem and the line of motorcycles stretched out for about a mile. 
   We rode all the way to the Veteran's of Foreign Wars building in Brownsville, where we were treated to a much needed meal as well as refreshments and given the chance to win door prizes.  Speeches were made by the commander of the VFW post 2035, colors were posted, the pledge of allegiance was recited, and our club was thanked and recognized, once again, by all the event organizers.  
  All in all, it was a very successful event and hundreds of care packages will be mailed abroad to those who are proudly serving our country in the Middle East.  Special Thanks go out to The Regulators LE/MC, The Patriot Guard Riders, The Southern Justice LE/MC, The Brownsville IAFF, and finally to our brothers from the Blue Knights TX2 for their continuous support and participation.  Together, our two chapters made a good showing for our club.          
Juan Carlos Ayala
Immigration Enforcement Agent, Willacy County Detention Center Raymondville, Texas 
Lead Road Captain TX42
"Shiner Man"
   Happy New Year 2012 from your fellow Knights from South Texas, Chapter Texas 42 in Brownsville, Texas!  We hope that you are all doing great and that soon; we can ride and meet up with some of you guys/gals soon. 

    I’d like to start by giving thanks to GOD for everything that he had done for us and for allowing our chapter to give back to many families with children that were less fortunate during the recently past Thanksgiving & Christmas Holidays in 2011.  Kudos goes to all our members that helped make the following charity events a success: 

Turkey Dinners Distribution:
   Our Chapter’s first Charity Event was our Turkey Drive/Distribution that took place on Monday, November 14, 2011.  A total of 8 Knights, 4 Lady Knights, and 1 guest, helped our chapter distribute a total of 40 Complete Turkey Dinners to needy families from various Head Start locations in Cameron County.  

   We were giving the opportunity to speak to the needy families and we informed all of them who the Blue Knights are, specifically, Texas Chapter 42.  The families were extremely grateful and thanked our chapter for our hard work as Law Enforcement Officers and for the kindness and willingness to help the community.  One person stated, “Thank you all for protecting us and for keeping us safe".  Another one stated, "Thanks for everything that you all do and for the Turkey Dinners, May God Bless You All."  

HEB’s Feast of Sharing:

On November 16, 2011, we volunteered to help out HEB with their Feast of Sharing.  A total of Five (5) Knights & Two (2) Lady Knights showed up eager and willing to help serve the thousands of needy people in Brownsville, Texas.  This was the first time that any of us had experience or been part of this type of event, but let me tell you, it was awesome. We had our hair-nets, aprons, gloves, but more important of all, we had our Blue Knights Chapter Colors and wore them proudly.

Thousands of people lined up to received a well served Turkey Plate, drink, and dessert.  I'm proud to inform all of you that our Chapter's representatives served a total of 739 plates within an hour and fifteen minutes.  I actually kept count of every plate believe it or not.  

We were paired up with the Whataburger Crew, and let me tell you, these guys were cheering us on and on many occasions, shouted out, "Blue Knights, Blue Knights, Blue Knights".  It was a great time for all of us.  

Christmas Toys for Tots:
On December 20, 2011, we had our Christmas with Santa Toys Give-Away.  George Terrazas "Blue Santa" was a passenger on a Red Mercedes-Benz convertible that was driven by a friend of fellow member.  The owner and operator of the red Benz “Joe”, was kind enough to follow us everywhere we went.  Our sincere thanks go to him for helping our chapter in that manner.  

 

We met at my place and loaded several toys in two separate vehicles.  The line up consisted of 9 Blue Knights on motorcycles (reindeer style) followed by Santa's vehicle, the red Benz and followed by our Vice-President’s grey Ford Expedition and my black Nissan Titan.     After a prayer by chapter Chaplain/Treasurer/Santa, George Terrazas, we drove off at about 3:00 p.m. and proceeded in our Christmas Toy giving adventure, playing Christmas carols and songs.  Let me tell you all, those kiddos once again touched our hearts.  We were able to provide toys for many needy children.  We targeted many needy areas and the people and children actually came out as we drove through their streets.  

At the end of our event, we then drove to the house of a special child that attends "El Jardin Elementary School" in Brownville, Texas.  This was a special request by one of our member’s spouse, who informed us that she was the kid’s teacher and that the child was not going to get anything for Christmas this year.  We gave him a special visit and dropped of several toys to him along with some toys for his cousins and neighbors.  This really felt very good.   


Closing:

We are the Blue Knights, a Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club.  We are a bunch of good guys getting together, riding motorcycles, but also finding ways and time to give back to those families with children within our communities that are less fortune. 

Wow, this is truly an awesome feeling.  It really feels good to make a difference.  This couldn't be done without the hard work and dedication from members of our Texas 42 Chapter.  

I’m proud to be part of the Blue Knights Family, and part of the Rio Grande Conference.  I look forward in meeting up with some of you guys soon, maybe at the upcoming RGC in Waco, Texas.  Thanks for taking the time in reading our article.  GOD Bless you all!  Enjoy this upcoming year 2012.  Be safe and Ride with Pride! 

Sincerely,

Gilberto “G-Man” Losoya

Chapter President

Chapter Texas XLII   
*******************************************************************************
2012 Blue Knights Conferences
Mason Dixon Conference, (Winter) Feb 17-19, Richmond, VA, Hosted by VA-III 

Great Lake Regional Conference, March 30-April 01 Niagara Falls NY, Hosted by NY-I
Southern Regional Conference, (Spring) April 19-21, Cocoa Beach, Hosted by FL-XII
Rio Grande Conference, May 17-20, Waco, TX Hosted by Texas XI
European Convention, May-31-June 03, Umag/Croatia, Hosted by Croatia I
North East Conference, TBA later
Mid-West Conference, (Spring) June 08-10, Winona MN, Hosted by MN-I
SWC/WCC Convention, June 16-21, Provo, Utah Hosted by Utah IV
Blue Knights International, July 22-27 Tyler, TX, Hosted by TX-XXXIV 

North East Conference, TBA Later
Great Lakes Conference, (Summer), Aug. 17-19, Blue Mountains, Ontario Hosted by ON-VIII
Mid-West Conference, (Fall) September 07-09, Omaha, NE, Hosted by NE-II
United Kingdom and Ireland Conference, TBA Later                                  

Tri-State Conference, TBA Later
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Waco, Texas
Hosted by Blue Knights Texas XI
May 17-20, 2012

Texas X has the privilege of hosting RGC 2012 in Waco and we are excited about it.
Mark your calendar and schedule early. We plan on having our web site ready soon so
please check back from time to time to find registration and hotel information.
www.blueknightstexaschaptenxi.com

Things to Do in Waco
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HOTELS and more...
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[image: image35.emf]                                    Blue Knights Rio Grande Conference 2012   Waco, Texas   May 17  –  20, 2012                                               Registration Form   Member   Last Name ____________________________First Name_____________________   Chapter____ ________________________________________________________   Address ______________________City _____________________State_________   Zip _______________   Phone Number____________________E - mail_____________________________   Spouse/Guests                                                                                                                                                                                                           Last Name____________________________First Name_____________________   Last Name ____ _______________________ First Name_____________________   Children   Last Name ___________________________First Name _____________________   Last Name___________________________ First Name______________________   Last Name___________________________ First Name____ __________________  


TOTAL NUMBER ATTENDING – ADULTS # _____  x  $65.00 = 

$__________
                                                                                  

 ($75.00 After March 15, 2012)

                                                       CHILDREN # _____  x  $45.00 = 

$__________
                                                                                  

 ($55.00 After March 15, 2012)

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES: 
$__________
*Pre-registration is $65.00 for Adults and $45.00 for Children under 15 until March 15, 2012 and after $75.00 for Adults and $55.00 for Children under 15.  So register early!!!!!!!!!!!
T-Shirts

Please indicate what size and how many of each size.  One T-shirt is included with each registration fee; additional shirts will be $15.00 each.  

Small _____    Medium _____   Large  _____   XLarge  _____
XXLarge  _____  XXXLarge  _____   XXXXLarge  ____

ADDITIONAL T-SHIRTS ($15.00 each) ENCLOSED: 
$__________
TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES ENCLOSED (from above):
$__________
ADDITIONAL T-SHIRTS ORDERED (from above):
$__________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

$__________
Make all checks payable to:  Blue Knights Texas XI
Mail Registration Form and Checks to:   

Blue Knights Texas XI
P. O. Box 503

Lorena, Texas 76655

You will receive e-mail confirmation upon receipt of registration.
If you have questions contact  BK TX XI President Jim Brock at 254-716-8625 or

Secretary Linda Crook 254-934-2072 or 254-709-4047

Email:  bkrgc2012@yahoo.com      
Website www.blueknightstexaschapterxi.com
RGC Officers


Chairman:  				Kenneth Reeves TX XXI	E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx21@aol.com" ��blueknightstx21@aol.com�


Vice Chairman:			Richard Cashell TX XXXIV	E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:rcashell@tylertexas.com" ��rcashell@tylertexas.com�


Secretary:  				Gary Keeter ARII		E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:3dkeeter@windstream.net" ��3dkeeter@windstream.net�


Treasurer:  				A. J. Sandoval TX IV		E-Mail - � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajsandoval@satx.rr.com" ��ajsandoval@satx.rr.com�


International Representative:	Kenneth Reeves TX XXI	E-Mail- � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx21@aol.com" ��blueknightstx21@aol.com�
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Publication Dates– 1st of January, April, July,October, articles need to be submitted before these dates
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