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                                        Rio Grande Conference Web Site - www.bkrgc.org   
Web-Master- Shawn Lootens  TX XXXI                             E-Mail- vorticity37@comcast.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RGC Quartermaster- Laura Sims TX XXXI                      E-Mail- mamatx31@yahoo.com  
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*****************************************************************************************
Chairman – Kenneth Reeves 
This has been a very busy 3 months so this report will be a little long.

Heaven One Transfers
   We have had two of our RGC Blue Knights transfer to Heaven One. Roger Stout with TX XVI Temple and Frank Scott with TX VI Angleton. Our prayers go out to the families and Chapters for their loss.

RGC News

   My calendar is quickly filling with Chapter rides and events to attend. Two of those rides I had to miss in March. One was the TX 31 ride to Round Top, Texas and the TX XI Police Officer Memorial in Waco.

Those scheduled in April are the April 10, 2011 Police Memorial Blue Line Ride hosted by TX XXXV in San Angelo, Texas and the April 30 to May 2 Police Memorial ride in Austin. TX XIII of Austin is hosting the Blue Knight part of this event.  

   With our International Rep, DJ Alvarez, being elected to the position of International V.P. the RGC Executive Board using the guidance of chapter 5 of the International By-Laws combined the position of Chairman and International Rep. until the regular election of Officers at the RGC convention in May of 2012 in Waco, Texas. This will put us back on a regular election schedule. This will give everyone the time to campaign for whatever spot they would like to hold on the RGC Board. This duty mirrors what the Chairman is already doing. You know by now I have a pet peeve of getting information out to the RGC Board and the membership as it comes in. 

 

   Chapters need to send in the Recruitment and retention awards to the RGC Vice Chairman Richard Cashell. The time period for recruitment awards will be from 10-1-2009 to 9-30-2010. Chapters renewing in 2011 with 100% the same members from 2010 will receive the retention award. The Vice Chairman will need to turn in the recruitment and retention awards to International by May 1, 2011. Let’s give the membership and Chapters the recognition they deserve for the hard work they have done for the RGC. 

   TX XXI has been very busy preparing for your arrival and entertainment at the 2011 RGC in Granbury, Texas.  I want to thank the TX XXI 2011 RGC committee headed up by TX XXI Director Mitch Lee and Chapter TX XL for the hard work they have done.

The price of registration went up on April 1st but it is still a good deal.  Hotels are filling fast so don't wait much longer to book a room. Many from the International Board have registered and we have several from other conferences coming to the event. More information can be found at www.blueknightstx21.org or the TX XXI report in this newsletter. 

   TX XI, Waco, is hard at work getting ready for your visit to the 2012 RGC in Waco.

   TX XXXIV Tyler is busy getting the first ever International Conference hosted by a Chapter in the RGC. Thanks TX XXXIV for taking on the Challenge. 

International News

Information was sent out to the RGC Chapters on four Proposals being brought before the International Board at the March 19, 2011 meeting.  Also, addressing a complaint on the Past International President. The meeting lasted 5 hour and 20 minutes. Here is a short synopsis of that meeting. The minutes of the meeting will be sent to the Chapters as soon as the International Secretary completes them. 

Proposal 2011-0003, increase in dues, Tabled

Proposal 2011-0004, using MS Excel for renewal packets, Tabled

Proposal 2011-0005, recoup expenses for an election recount, Withdrawn

Proposal 2011-0006, submit Chapter patch design to Conference prior to submitting to International, Tabled

Complaint on Past Intl. President Dave Mulford:

   He remains on the International Board and Chairman of the HQ's Committee with these restrictions:

If any contact is to be made to the HQ staff, the Vice Chairman of the HQ Committee is to make that contact.

Dave Mulford and the HQ staff is to have no contact with each other by any media source such as e-mail, texting, Facebook, twitter or any other means. 

   I am working on a project to cover the spouse and family members of the RGC Blue Knights. This would be under the same type of AD&D coverage our members now have. I have asked the International Board for a name that International would recognize for insurance coverage only.  A name such as Blue Knights Family would work.  If this were done this coverage would cover the spouse, children, stepchildren and grand kids. This subject will be revisited at the next International Board meeting on May 11, 2011.

   When the March 19, 2011 Board minutes come out they will be sent to the Chapters.

Hope to see everyone at the 2011 RGC. Until then, be safe out there.
Kenneth Reeves
Blue Knights
President TX XXI
RGC Chairman
972-935-1491

******************************************************************************
Vice-Chairman – Richard Cashell
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    Greetings RGC Members. 
Spring has sprung and great riding weather is upon us. You should be receiving your renewal packets by mail, depending on when your renewal packet was sent to International. Now that the International elections are finally resolved, its time to get back to the business of what we do best, riding, eating, and fellowship. 

There are many events that have already been planned, such as the Texas XI memorial ride on March 27 in Waco, The Texas Police Memorial in Austin on May 2, Southern Regional Conference in New Orleans on April 14-17, and of course RGC in Granbury in May. I hope to see many of you at these events. There is no better recruiting tool than a group of colors wearing Blue Knights riding together. Let's get out there and show our pride in this great organization that we belong to, and encourage others to join us

 Remember to ride safe, and Ride With Pride

Richard Cashell

President Texas XXXIV

Vice-Chairman Rio Grande Conference
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*****************************************************************************
Secretary - Gary Keeter

   Well I am setting here watching the rain and high 30 degree temp wishing the weather was better for riding. I know it will get better but I still missing the warmer weather. OK enough about the weather here in Northern Arkansas. 
   How about some news about the RGC the RGC has 30 chapters and 1666 members as of March 25. I hope all the chapters get there renewal packs in. There are some chapters that are running late on their renewals and a few that did not renew. If you are near a chapter that is having problems let’s get out there and help any chapter get back on the right track, that way we can keep those Blue Knights alive. 
   This year the Rio Grande Conference is in Granbury, TX May 19-20-21. I hope you have your registration and rooms reserved as I believe that TX 21 will be putting on a heck of an RGC this year. Every time I have been with TX 21 they have made me feel like I was one of their chapter members and they are having fun doing it.

   As you already know Chairman Kenneth Reeves has taken over the International Rep. position as D. J. Alvarez won his bid for International Vice-President I say it again at a boy D.J.. Ken will be pulling Triple duty with 3 jobs (President Texas 21, RGC Chairman and RGC International Rep.) until the 2012 RGC elections and at that time the Presidents will decide then whether to let Ken continue pulling both jobs or elect someone else to the position of International Rep. lets give Ken all the help we can as he has his hands full now (at least until RGC 2012). 

   I step down as my chapter President this year to let some new blood have a go at it but I was elected as our chapter Secretary/Treasurer as our past Secretary had his hands full and need a break this year. While I was looking thru some of the Old Paper work I found a letter that was sent to our chapter when we were formed in 1995. It was from a Past International President I don’t know who sent it but I thought I needed to pass it along to my fellow Brothers and Sisters. It says a lot about being a member of the Blue Knights. 
WHAT DO I GET FOR MY DUES?

We remain members of this organization we call the Blue Knights, and being a Blue Knight is lots of things…

** It’s being able to share the company of different people who not only share a common bond by being cops, but as an added attraction, they all ride motorcycles. 

** It’s living in Australia or France and being able to visit your brothers in Canada or the States and being 

   treated like family – or vise versa. 

** It’s having a roller skating parting in N.J. during the worst storm of the month – and over 100 people still 

   showing up. 

** It’s Chapter Poker Runs, helping out various local charities. 

** It’s getting invitations from other chapters to visit for a special weekend activity. 

** It’s going to those activities and hating to leave when it’s all over. 

** It’s a weekend party at Gore Mountain between a Chapter from New Jersey and Montreal. 

** It’s Bumpa’s Quest. 

** It’s New Members from New Mexico, on a cross country trip, stopping at Headquarters and enjoying Maine 

  Lobster. 

** It’s the Founding Father from Main, with the two New Mexico brothers, and a Montreal brother, enjoying a 

  spectacular sunset in Cadillac Mountain. 

** It’s a Chapter becoming renowned as great competitors in area chili cookoffs. 

** It’s the North and South meeting at the annual Blue Grass Rally. 

** It’s shoveling snow in the morning in Montreal and shoveling sand onto a pig roast pit in the desert in Yuma, 

  AZ later that evening with new found brothers and sisters. 

** It’s the Hall of Fame in Miami. 

** It’s having your bed misplaced during the convention. 

** It’s the GLRC hit squad. 

** It’s the Mason Dixon kissing booth. 

** It’s a young boy named Chris Brandt setting and example for us with his fight for life. 

** It’s the Roger Farris Award. 

**It’s big tough cops going to handicapped children’s camps, giving them rides, having fun with then and maybe even shedding a tear. 

** It’s spending all day at an election meeting, then driving with a couple of brothers all night to Rhode Island, 

 just to get a Tattoo on you arm.

** It’s surrounding the city of Bangor with motorcycles, during the 10th Anniversary International Convention 

 Parade. 

** It’s getting to read about our brothers and sisters in Alaska.

** It’s being screeched in as an honorary Newfie by our brothers and sisters in Newfoundland. 

** It’s a fallen brother receiving get well cards from people he’d never met. (There are no strangers in the Blue 

  Knights, only friends you haven’t met yet.)

** It’s being experts in having fun.

** It’s being given a bike to use when you’re far from home and on foot. 

** It’s partying in Puyallup. 

** It’s living Ed Gallant’s dream as if it were your own.

** It’s winning long distance awards and Chapter participation trophies. 

** It’s an impromptu get together in front of the White House in DC so that the local members can talk to our 

  President before he goes home. 

** It’s the DiGeronimo Fund and our donations to it. 

** It’s Polar Bear Runs and Corn Roasts. 

** It’s exchanging pins.

** It’s riding along a road, miles from home and seeing that familiar blue crest on another bike. 

** It’s members getting married at our activities. 

** It’s Monthly Meetings and Inaugural Balls. 

** It’s relaxing Sunday rides through the countryside with friends.

** It’s Conference Meetings and Parties. 

** It’s International. 

** It’s a family affair. 

Being a Blue Knight is all these things and more. But they are things. Not things you can put on your shelf and look at, or keep in your pocket, but rather they are things that are kept and stored in the places it counts the most…..your memory and in your hearts. 

If you are not getting all this and more from your Club, the Club is not short changing you, you are short changing yourself. 

Wising all Brothers and Sisters the best in the upcoming riding year and please always….”Ride With Pride”                                                                          

Gary Keeter RGC Secretary
******************************************************************************
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Treasurer- A.J. Sandoval
RGC Blue Knights

Greetings:  The SPRING riding season is upon us … I wish everyone a safe riding season.    

Financial Update:  Financially the RGC treasury is holding steady without any surge of expenses or income from Quarter Master sales or Traveler Pins sales.  I would be interested in knowing your thoughts on what RGC should be supporting in the way of charitable events throughout the RGC conference, so send me a note with complete information for consideration.

Reminder:  Texas 21 is hosting the RGC 2011 in Granbury, TX and it appears to be shaping up to be one of the best conferences ever.  They’re anticipating record attendance so please schedule early and make your reservations to attend and share in the fun.  I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the RGC conference. 

Special Thanks:  Please accept my sincere thanks again for your continued support of our RGC Treasure mission!

Sinceramente,

AJ Sandoval III

Rio Grande Conference Treasure / TX Rep.

ajsandoval@satx.rr.com 
*****************************************************************************
International Safety Officer- Roger Byars

   "To all my brothers and sisters of the Rio Grande Conference, I have announced my pending resignation as your RGC Safety Officer to our Chairman (Ken Reeves) and the RGC Board.  Unfortunately, you are not getting rid of me that easy (LOL!).  I have been offered the position of International Safety Officer (Committee Chair) by our President Bob Flanigan, and have accepted this new challenge.  It has been my honor and pleasure to work for the RGC, and with all the fine Chapter Safety Officer & Road Captains in our conference.  I humbly "tip my hat" to them all.  I sincerely thank each of you, the SOs, the RCs, the Chapter Officers and the conference members for your support during these past three years.  I hope that in some small way our safety efforts have at the very least brought "safe motorcycling" to your attention. 

    As this is a "safety column" and my last submission as your RGC Safety Officer, I will leave you with these last few thoughts:

· Helmets DO save lives! 

· Proper riding apparel (pants, jackets, gloves, etc.) DO save "hide". 

· TCLOCS (Your pre-ride inspection) may help to have a trouble-free ride. 

· FINE-C (Your Engine Start Procedure) 

· "SEE" (Search, Evaluate & Executive) the process of reducing risk while riding. 

· "SLOW, LOOK, PRESS and ROLL" will get you through those curves. 

· "OUTSIDE-INSIDE-OUTSIDE" path of travel when negotiating those curves.

   If the above is "foreign language" to you, then PLEASE enroll in a Motorcycle Safety Foundation safety course.

My friends, it's been a blast....see you at the conference convention!"

    On Saturday, March 19th, 2011 Texas XXXI hosted the third annual "Rendezvous in Round Top (Texas) Event.  Knights from many parts of Texas attended, from as far away as the Corpus Christi area (and further).  Over 100 Knights (family and close friends) spent the mid-morning through the early afternoon catching up on old friendships and current events.  International Safety Officer Roger Byars was in attendance and presented Mr. Bud Royer (Owner, Royer's Cafe) and "Laurie" (Round Top Chamber of Commerce) with a small plaque (each) for their being ranked in the "Top Ten" for FOOD and BEST SMALL TOWN by Ride Texas magazine, and for being such wonderful supporters of the Blue Knights.  To show their (Bud and Laurie's) generosity they donated a "home-made" pie and a Round Top T-Shirt & Cap (respectively) for door prizes.  Gotta say...Royer's has awesome hamburgers and pies!  Several chapters donated various door prizes and the winner of the 50/50 game went home with a cool $135 "smackers"!  Unfortunately, our RGC Chairman, Ken Reeves and Texas XXXI President (and International Vice President), D.J. Alvarez couldn't make this year's event because they were both taking care of International business.  They were missed, and THANKS, Ken and D.J. for sacrificing your good time to handle important Blue Knight business.

   This event has gone over so well that our brothers and sisters from the Corpus area have promised to host another "rendezvous" event in the fall, in another area of Texas.  Thanks "Bonkie" (Carlos) for taking this on.

Some of the Knights have turned this event into an overnighter by either riding in a day early or staying an extra day.  Some members stayed overnight in La Grange, Texas and then challenged the "steaks" at MURPHY'S STEAKHOUSE in Winchester, Texas.  They don't sale steaks by the ounces, they sale them by the INCHES and are awesome!  If you find yourself in the area, you gotta try MURPHY'S.

Texas XXXI Chapter Photographer Scott Wilson took lots and lots of photographs, so be watching for them to show up on the RGC website soon.

   The weather was good, the ride was great, the food was wonderful and a super time was had by all.  Hope to see even more of you at next year's RENDEZVOUS IN ROUND TOP!  Oh, the population of Round Top is "77", so basically there was at least 25% more Knights in the town, than residents.  All in all, GREAT! and thanks Round Top for such great hospitality!"
Roger Byars (aka "Crash") [image: image5.png]



International Safety Officer
Home: (281) 309 - 0453
Cell: (713) 344 - 8147
"RIDE WITH PRIDE!"
*****************************************************************************
                                                          Chapter News

*****************************************************************************

Arkansas I - North Little Rock 
Ride Schedule 2011
April 9
      Old Washington State Park 



Meet at Bryant Cracker Barrel at 8:00 AM and leave at 9:00 AM 


May 14     Ride to Mountain View, AR (Overnight Ride)

                       We will stay at the Pinewood Cabins and attend Cash Mountain Jamboree while there. 
                       Meet at the North Little Rock Cracker Barrel at Springhill Exit off I-40 at 8:00 AM and leave at                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                       9:00 AM. Make Reservations as soon as possible the Chapter has several rooms reserved. 
June 11   Ride to Oark, AR Meet at the Cracker Barrel in 

                 Conway at 8:00 AM and leave at 9:00 AM
   Only in Arkansas: A young man called the police department to state he had one marihuana plant growing inside his house and he wanted to know if that was okay. When told it depended on the zoning of the area he lived in he gave his address. Photo attached to the news item had his booking photo attached.  DUH!!
Charles Carty, Secretary/Treasurer                    
*****************************************************************************
Arkansas IV- Pine Bluff
   The only thing I would like to get out for the newsletter is we have a member and honorary member that are starting up a motorcycle repair shop here in Pine Bluff.  Mad Hog Cycle will have its' Grand Opening on April 30th.  Meet and Eat 11:00am to 1:30pm with a Poker Run pulling out at 2:00pm.  3200 S. Catalpa St.  Pine Bluff, AR 71603.  Phone (870) 536-0565

Soft opening will be April 4th...............

   I am still working on a proposal for International 2013.  I should have that together and an e-mail of intent to bid sent within the next week or so...........
David Ellington, President
*****************************************************************************

Arkansas V- Mountain Home

   Arkansas V held a benefit drawing for Special Olympics Arkansas this past summer and at their January meeting presented a check for $780.00 to Treva Chouinard the Northwest Arkansas Field Representative for Special Olympics Arkansas.
                               [image: image6.jpg]



Pictured are, Front row; Lee Sanders vice president, Bob Buschbacher president, Treva Chouinard from Special Olympics, Randy Weaver treasurer, Gary Arwood: Back row; Henry Campfield secretary, Omar Crafton, Jay Lanning, John Gilbert and Garry Kingsland.

 


Ride With Pride,


Bob Buschbacher, President AR V
*****************************************************************************

Arkansas VIII – Wynne

[image: image7.emf]
*****************************************************************************
Texas I- Hurst 

Spring has sprung and the riding season is upon us!  Texas #1 started off the New Year with a list of rides and plans for the upcoming riding opportunities.  We renewed with 40 members for 2011 and have a couple of new prospects we’re twisting the arms on and they are in positions to bring in a couple more newbie’s.  Hopefully we can hit the “50” mark before the end of summer.


Our annual New Year’s Day ride didn’t happen this year because of questionable weather to the north of us.  We didn’t think it would be wise to ride in the cold and rain on the back roads of Oklahoma (casino area) for health and safety.  But, looking on the bright side.....we saved our gambling money for gas to go on rides to come!


We changed our meeting date to the “second” Thursday of each month because of scheduling conflicts.  We now have two Chiefs amongst our ranks and they have city council meetings on the third Thursday of each month, so we switched for their benefit.  One of them just happens to be our V-P so there was a little pressure to change.  (Ha!)  January was a bad month for organizing a ride of any sort.  The Dallas/Ft. Worth area got hit with a BIG winter storm that iced the roadways and then snowed on top of all of that.  It was tough driving a car much less a two-wheeler.  (Luckily I ride a train and then a bus to get to work)  Then there was the “Super Bowl” in Arlington.  What a mess that turned out to be.  The weather was bad, the crowds were thick and then the crowds got P.O.ed because of Jerry’s (Jerry Jones) canceling of the 2400 extra seats that had been sold but the city of Arlington would not pass them as complying with city codes for safety.  Oh well, I was comfortable in my living room with the big screen TV and nachos.  I did get my souvenir lapel pin however.


February was a quite a bit different.  There is a small restaurant, about a mile off the highway, back in the woods, just south of Glen Rose, on Hwy. 67.  It’s called the “LOCO COYOTE GRILL” and we found it!  This little place holds about 50 people and we got there just before the “crowd” (and I mean crowd!)  It apparently is not that big of a secret.  Ten TX #1 BK’s made the trip for the lunch and had a great time.  The food was such big portions that everyone left with a doggie bag.  The small burgers are ½ pound and the rib plate was the size of a trashcan lid! (well, sort of!  It was big though!)  It was a pretty day and we ended up at the Ft. Worth Dairy Queen for some hot fudge sundaes before going home.  Ahhhhh!  Great food and hot fudge!
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The other event for February was the annual “Long John Run” by the Cycle Club of Ft. Worth.  This was a great day for Texas #1.  Not only did we win “largest club in colors” but the riders won second place rider poker hand, second place passenger poker hand, second place off-bike games, and 5 of the door prizes, including the finale of a new helmet.  
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March was even busier.  We had guest speakers at our meeting from the Coppell P.D. who were promoting their 3rd annual Motor Officer Police Rodeo.  They were also raising funds to donate to the Metroplex Concerns Of Police Survivors (as is our chosen charity) and personally invited us to watch the competition.  That event was being held on Saturday, the 26th.  But, before that, we had the RGC Round Top Rendezvous on the 19th.  Four of us made the 240 mile trip to Round Top with great weather.  It was a little disappointing however because there were not as many Knights participating.  It seemed like only about half of the previous year.  We discovered that “Klunks” b-b-q was now “Dempseys” but we tried it anyway.  We sat for about 20 minutes and never got a menu or drink so we left.  We were told “Royer’s Café” had good burgers across the street so we tried that.  Yep, good burgers!  We got in the group photo and had our chapter photo taken then pulled the plug and headed home.  We saw a gorilla in a field on this trip.  That was different!
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Now, the next weekend was the Coppell Police Rodeo.  Some of the club made this event until the lunch break and witnessed some impressive riding.  C.O.P.S. had a booth with various trinkets for sale to raise funds and appeared to be doing very well.  The second half of the day was mine to myself.  The Harley dealership in my neighborhood was having a special event day with free food, music, bike wash and special sales.  I ride a Goldwing so I went for the food anyway!  Ha!  After I ate a delicious chicken fajita, I noticed the bike wash.  It was sponsored by Twin Peaks Sports Bar and Grill and the girls were in bikinis!  A Goldwing sure does stand-out between a bunch of Harleys!  But, I got a free bike wash and some decent photos.



Then on Sunday, the 27th, a group of ten of us made the trip to Waco to support BK Chapter #XI with their annual Police Memorial fundraiser.  I think there were 7 BK chapters represented in the event and they announced they had 111 bikes in the escorted ride.  It was a little colder on Sunday than it had been on Saturday but it was comfortable in a jacket.  Definitely not bikini weather!  Anyway, another nice ride, more great friend meetings and one of our guys won the 50/50 drawing!  He still made us buy our own gas to get home.  We didn’t let him forget about the lack of love all the way home.



April 2 is our annual trash pick-up day to keep the Texas Highways Clean and we have a 2 mile stretch with our name on the signs.  Hopefully, with my connections with the Tarrant County Labor Detail unit of the Sheriff’s Office, we will be able to get some assistance from community services defendants.  I’ll let you know how that went in the next newsletter.

   Don’t forget about the RGC convention in Granbury in May hosted by Texas Chapter #XXI.  Hope to see everyone there.  They have promised a good time!

Thanks for listening!!

Gene Fuqua, Secretary BK TX #1
*****************************************************************************

Texas VII – Houston

Hello Brother Knights,

   Texas VII is beginning its busy season with group rides and upcoming charity events.  Some of our events are listed below.  If any of you are in the neighborhood, by all means stop by and visit with us at one of these events.  www.texasblueknightsvii.org 

   Ride For Kids (The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation) www.ride4kids.org  May 1st, Humble Civic Center, Humble, TX

   Warrior’s Weekend www.warriorsweekend.org  (Unfortunately the same weekend as the RGC)
 This is an escort for busses of wounded warriors to go on a weekend fishing tournament. VERY exciting for everyone! May 20-22nd, Houston IAH to Port O’Connor, TX

                                                   Full Moon Ride
   Our Chaplin, Harry Stafford, entertains a ride on the Saturday closest to the Full Moon (hence the name).  It starts at the First National Bank of Alvin, in Alvin, TX at 6:30PM and is a nice ride through the countryside to a restaurant for food and fellowship.
   Upcoming rides are May 14th, June 18th, July 16th (Harry’s Birthday Ride) and August 13th (day of Full Moon)

Enjoy your summer riding season and by all means watch out for the crazies who don’t watch for you!  Hope to see everyone at the Texas Peace Officers Memorial ride in Austin on May 2nd.

Ride With Pride,

Randy Marshall, President Texas VII
*****************************************************************************
Texas XVI- Temple

   2011 promises to be another busy year for our club. We started the year with a Wreath recover effort of over 2,500 wreaths that were laid at the Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery in Killeen, Texas. Texas Chapter XVI also participated in the laying of the wreaths on November 27th 2010. Being located just miles from the largest military installation in the world, Fort Hood, Texas, a large portion of our club membership is made up of retired army and active duty military policemen. It is only fitting that we show the proper respect to those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice so we have the freedoms to have a Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club. 
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   Our club also attended a Meet & Greet with other Blue Knight Chapters in Stephenville, Texas on February 26th at the Hard 8 BBQ. There was great food and even a greater time making new friends with other chapters.
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   On a sad note, Texas Chapter XVI lost another member to Heaven I on March 13, 2011. Long time member Roger Stout had been a member of our Chapter for 10 years. Roger was born on September 23, 1930 in Thompson, Iowa. He was a veteran of the U. S. Air Force during the Korean War. He was employed as a chief patrol agent for the U. S. Border Patrol for 26 years retiring in 1980. Memberships include FORBPO, Elks Lodge #138, American Legion Post #133, Blue Knights of Texas XVI, Charter Member of HOG, AMCA, GWRAA and Quiet Birdman Order. Roger will surely be missed by all who knew him.

Mike Rhoden
Texas Blue Knights Chapter XVI
President 2011-2013
Visit our website!!!
*****************************************************************************

Texas XI- Lorena
   Hello from Central Texas.  Blue Knights Texas XI held their 7th Annual Police Memorial Ride on March 27, 2011.  Even though the weather was threatening, the ride was a success.  We will be presenting a $2000.00 check to the Texas Police Chiefs Association Foundation at their annual conference in April.  The TPCA Foundation assists families of Texas police officers who die in the line of duty.  
   We had Blue Knights members from Texas Chapters 1, 11, 27, 28, 38, 41 and 43 attending the event.  We appreciate all Blue Knights members who participated in the ride. There were a total of 116 motorcycles registered for the ride. We met at the Don Carlos Mexican Restaurant in Waco.  The ride skirted around Lake Waco and then through scenic Cameron Park.  The ride ended at the McLennan County Courthouse where we took time to remember the fallen officers from McLennan County and the State of Texas.   There were 19 police officers who died in the line of duty in Texas in 2010.  Texas had the highest death rate, followed by California with 11 deaths.  Three Texas police officers have lost their lives in 2011.  Of the 19 deaths in Texas in 2010, 4 were motorcycle accidents.  Nationwide in 2010 there were 5 motorcycle related deaths, so please by careful out there.  
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   Blue Knights Texas XI members are making plans for attending the Memorial in Austin on May 2 and attending the RGC Conference in May.  We are working on the plans for the 2012 RGC Conference in Waco.  We have contacted hotels and made arrangements for the Saturday night banquet.  We will have details available at the May RGC Conference.    
Ride with Pride  
Jim Brock, President, TX XI 
www.blueknightstexaschapterxi.com
*****************************************************************************

Texas XXI - Waxahachie

Welcome to the RGC 2011

Presented by TX XXI

Granbury, Texas - May 19-22

LOCATIONS

Registration:          Lobby at Comfort Suites

Hospitality Room: Room 100 Comfort Suites

RGC meetings:       Presidents - Vice Presidents - Road Captains LaQuinta meeting room

                                Chaplain meeting Comfort Suits

Chapter Sales:        Meeting Room LaQuinta

Vendor Sales:         Lobby and Parking Lot at Comfort Suites

Bike Games:           Parking Lot Quality Inn

Banquet:                 Granbury Convention Center

THURSDAY:

12:00 PM: Registration Opens in Lobby of Comfort Suits

  5:00 PM:  Hospitality Room Opens

  7:00 PM:  Registration Closes

12:00 AM:  Hospitality Room Closes

FRIDAY:

  6:00 AM:    Hospitality Opens with Coffee and snacks

  9:00 AM:    Hospitality Room Closes

  8:00 AM:   Registration Opens in Lobby of Comfort Suits

  9:00 AM:  Guided Rides: leaving from the Comfort Suites Parking Lot

10:00 AM:   Vendor and Chapter Sales open.

  1:00 PM:   Hospitality Room Opens

  1:00 PM:   Bike Game Practice Begins

  4:00 PM:   Vice Presidents Meeting

  5:00 PM:   Presidents Meeting

  7:00 PM:   Registration Closes 

  7:00 PM:    Fajita Dinner in Parking lot of Comfort Suites

12:00 PM:    Hospitality Room Closes

SATURDAY:

  6:00 AM:   Hospitality Opens with Coffee and snacks

  9:00 AM:   Hospitality Room Closes

  8:00 AM:   Registration Opens in Lobby of Comfort Suits

  8:30 AM:   Road Captain - Safety Officer Meeting LaQuinta Meeting Room

  9:00 AM:   Chaplain Meeting Comfort Suite Hospitality Room

  9:45 AM    Guided Rides: leaving from the Comfort Suites Parking Lot

10:00 AM:   Hospitality Opens

10:00 AM:   Vendor and Chapter Sales open.

12:00 AM:   Bike Games- Parking lot Quality Inn

  1:00 PM:   Registration Closes

  4:00 PM:   Hospitality Room Closes

  6:00 PM:   Banquet - Granbury Convention Center

After Banquet, Hospitality Room will reopen until 1:00 AM

SUNDAY:
6:00 AM: to 8:30 AM Hospitality Room opens.

9:00 AM: Blessing of the Bikes Comfort suites Parking lot.
TX XXI has been very busy with rides, cookouts and events.

TX XXI is hosting the 2011 RGC. The 2011 RGC committee, headed up by Committee Chairman Mitch Lee, have been working hard putting together rides, food, seminars and the banquet for your enjoyment. So far there is close to 300 Blue Knight from the RGC and different conferences in the US and Canada who have registered for the event.

The Hotels are filling fast. When we last check on the hotels, the Host Hotel is full, the LaQuinta had 2 rooms left, the American Best Value, which is now the Quality Inn and next to the LaQuinta, have several rooms, as does the Granbury Inn and Suits, and Quality Inn is $49.99 per night. The Granbury Inn and Suits is $59.00 to $79.00 per night.

Early registration was over on April 1st and is now $85.00. The last day to mail in registration, and payment is May 10th. PayPal will still be accepted until the RGC conference begins. We will also have some computers at the registration desk and you use can use cash, check, or PayPal there. We do not have a way to take a credit card payment. 

The information is on the TX XXI Web Site www.blueknightstx21.org Look under the 2011 link.

For the past several years TX XXI has sponsored an Iron Butt Run to help the Ellis County Children’s Advocacy Center with funding to help abused kids. This year, to change things up a bit, we are sponsoring a Golf Tournament on Monday July 11, 2011 at the Brickyard Golf Course in Ferris, Texas.  Details are being worked out and should be sent out to the Chapters in the next week or two. We will be limiting the number of players to 144.  There will be a lot of awards and prizes.  No one should go home empty handed or an empty stomach. We plan to have a fish fry after the Tournament.

Chapter TX XXI has been using our new Chuck Wagon and having a lot of fun with that. We recently feed 30 officers stationed in Ellis County and the DA’s office, while they were at a case review meeting at the Children’s Center.  It is a great recruitment tool.  If you have food, they will come.  We will have the new Chuck Wagon at the RGC Conference in Granbury this May. We might even cook a cobbler or two just to show you how it all works. 

Hope to see everyone in May.

Until then, be careful out there and always,

Ride with Pride.

Kenneth Reeves


******************************************************************************
Texas XXIII-Kerrville
Hello to all, 
   We are really enjoying the warmer weather and riding as much as possible. We had our meeting on Mar 19th and were glad to have our President, Scott, back from a six month tour overseas. Several of us are planning on making the Memorial ride in May and will enjoy meeting up with everyone. Walter and I are going to make the Southern Region Conference in April since it is in New Orleans this year and close enough for us to go. Of course we are trying to get everyone together for RGC and get a firm count. That's all for now, ride safe...
Karen Todd, Secretary Texas 23 Kerrville
******************************************************************************

Texas XXIX- Texarkana 
We are still alive getting Winter behind us and the road ahead!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Chris McAlister, President

******************************************************************************

Texas XXXVI – Kingsville 
   Greetings from the Kingsville/Corpus Christi, Texas area Blue Knights TX 36.  

As you read this I will have been Blue Knight Texas XXXVI President for approximately 4 months.  We are enjoying plenty of rides to benefit/fund raisers; fellowship rides with neighboring Blue Knight Chapters TX 4, TX 12, TX 31, TX 42 and monthly meetings in different South Texas towns on the 3rd Coast, west of Corpus Christi, Texas.  We are starting slow and discussing several options for fund raisers such as BBQ's Raffles, Food Drive Runs, etc.  We attended the TX 31 Round Top, TX. Mini Conference with International Safety Officer Roger "Crash" Byars directing the meeting.  
   We plan to attend the 1st Annual Police Memorial in San Angelo, TX. with RGC Chairman Ken Reeves on April 10, 2011.  
   TX 36 is also preparing for the Texas Peace Officer Memorial Candle Light Vigil & Parade, May 01-02 in Austin, TX. and the Rio Grande Conference, May 19-22 in Granbury, TX.  See ya'll there.
We're alive and well in the Coastal Bend of Texas.
                                                                                                               Ride With Pride,
                                                                                                           Ignacio Morales "Moe"
                                                                                                           President BK TX XXXVI
                                                                                                                     361-548-3941

*******************************************************************************
Texas XXXIX-Mesquite
    Riding Season is here and we have plenty of rides and activities on tap the next couple months, with more to come so check your battery, fluids, brakes, clutch, etc., and get out and ride. While your at it check out our VP’s article for more safety related information. Did you know Texas 39’s V-P David Wright is a Motorcycle Safety Foundation Instructor and he just threw his hat in the ring to try and become the Safety Officer for the Rio Grande Conference, I did push him a little, (OK, alot)? Way to go David. He also has some plans for some safety courses for our chapter to participate in to enhance our individual and group riding skills. 
   After you have your bike tuned and ready to ride come join us on one (or more) of our upcoming rides. We have a trip to Coppell to watch the Police Rodeo on Saturday March 26, a fundraiser ride sponsored by the Waco Chapter on Sunday March 27, and a trip to the Blue Bonnet Festival in Ennis on Saturday April 16. The Blue Bonnet Festival is a good one to bring the

wife/significant other on as it is a short distance from Mesquite, and they have a street fair with arts and crafts. More rides will probably spring up. I’ll send out e-mails to keep you abreast of new events. There has been talk about visiting a few bike nights on Thursday’s around the area.

   Now what would be Spring be without our Annual Spring Party at Ole’ Frank’s. This year it will be Saturday, April 9, from noon-ish on. We plan on eating around 3 or so, snacking will start sooner. If you can only come by for a short time, come on by and bring the family. We will have food available until late. Like last year the Chapter will provide the meats (brisket, sausage, hot dogs for the kids) and nonalcoholic drinks, all we ask is for

you to bring a side dish to share. Ole Frank has a petting zoo (horses) which the kids always love to pet and feed. The address is 514 E. Fork Road, Sunnyvale, Tx. I'll be posting a link to a map on the website.

   May has a number of overnight trips/events on tap. On Monday, May 2 is the Peace Officer Memorial Parade, (some of us will go down Sunday and spend the night, others opt to ride down early Monday. In both cases we should be home around supper time Monday night. More info on the event is on our website. A few weeks later is the Annual Rio Grande Conference meeting in Granbury. It lasts from May 19 to May 22 (Thursday-Sunday).

   It’s not too late to make reservations, but make them soon as the hotels are filling up fast. The past few years there have been over 200 in attendance. This is a fun filled weekend of rides, events, and socializing with other Blue Knights from our Conference, and on occasion we see attendance from members of the International Board. This year we are guaranteed at least one, as the International Vice-President is our very own D.J. Alvarez from Texas 31 (Galveston).

Until the next newsletter, Ride With Pride Karl Hyzer, President TX XXXIX See Ya on the Road
*******************************************************************************
                                                              For Sale
 2002 HARLEY DAVIDSON ROAD KING (FLHPI)        1450 cc

             Add On - Screaming Eagle Exhaust w/Billet end caps.
                             Driver Floor Boards
                             Backrest and luggage rack
                             Electronic Oil gauge
                             Custom Handgrips
                             Battery Tender
                             Gel insert in saddle
                             Saddle bag liners

                          Mileage less than 17,000                              

Asking Price $10,500.00 JUST REDUCED  

CALL 410-474-8785 or 410-586-2569
******************************************************************************************
                                        2011 Blue Knights Conferences

Southern Regional Conference, (Spring) April 14-17 New Orleans, LA Hosted by LA-XII
Rio Grande Conference, May 19-22 Granbury, TX Hosted by TX-XXI

North East Conference, (Spring) May 20-22 Portland, ME Hosted by ME-II
European Convention, May 26-29, Cannes-Mandelieu Hosted by France 5 
Mason Dixon Conference, (Spring) May 27-29 Rocky Mount N.C. Hosted by NC-XXI

Mid-West Conference, (Spring) June 10-12 Olathe, KS Hosted by KS-VIII

South West Conference, June 15-19 Prescott, AZ Hosted by AZ-VI 

Blue Knights International, July 17-22 Chesapeake, VA Hosted by VA-I

Great Lake Regional Conference, August 19-21 Canton, OH Hosted by OH-XXV
West-Coast Conference, August 21-25 Boise, ID Hosted by ID-I

North East Conference, (Fall) September 9-11 Warwick, RI Hosted by RI-I
Mid-West Conference, (Fall) September 16-18 unknown location Hosted by Iowa IV
United Kingdom and Ireland Conference, unknown at this time                                  

Tri-State Conference, unknown at this time
                                                                    RGC Officers


Chairman- Kenneth Reeves TX XXI                                      E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx21@aol.com" ��blueknightstx21@aol.com� 


Vice Chairman- Richard Cashell TX XXXIV                          E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:rcashell@tylertexas.com" ��rcashell@tylertexas.com�  


Secretary- Gary Keeter ARII                                                  E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:3dkeeter@windstream.net" ��3dkeeter@windstream.net�  


Treasurer- A. J. Sandoval TX IV                                              E-Mail - � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajsandoval@satx.rr.com" ��ajsandoval@satx.rr.com�  


International Representative- Chairman Kenneth Reeves Filling until RGC 2011 





 


                                                                





®®
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