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                                        Rio Grande Conference Web Site - www.bkrgc.org   
Web-Master- Shawn Lootens  TX XXXI                             E-Mail-  vorticity37@comcast.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Safety Officer- Roger (Crash) Byars TX XXXI                        E-Mail- v8ford7753@yahoo.com   
******************************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************************
Chairman - Chuck Doran

Good day to all,
    After the serious accident involving my close friend and fellow Blue Knight Ken Reeves I just can't seem to find much to write about. Sandy says that he will recover but not to sure what lasting injuries he might have. Please keep Ken and Sandy in your thoughts and prayers and I will be looking forward to seeing them and the rest of you at the RGC in Tyler in May. 

Ride With Pride
Chuck Doran 
RGC Chairman
******************************************************************************
Vice-Chairman - Kenneth Reeves
NO Report as recovering from a Bike Accident 
*****************************************************************************
Secretary - Gary Keeter

  First I would like to give you some stats about the Blue Knights. We have 20,068 members in 615 chapters in 23 Countries. The Blue Knights grew by 39 chapters and 3,815 members in 2008. The Rio Grande Conference finished #8 out of 11 Conferences with 1,499 members in 47 Chapters. 
   During this years election the Rio Grande Conference tied 3rd with the Mid-West Regional Conference in turning in the most votes with 29%. So we are being heard.  
   The 2009 Rio Grande Conference is being held in Tyler, TX on May 21-24 hosted by Texas 34. If you have not made reservations or reserved your room yet you might go ahead do so. I am sure they are going to put on a Great Conference.
   I know times are hard right now but getting out on the motorcycle coming to a Blue Knights Conference is a great stress reliever. If you are unable to make it on a motorcycle come by another type mode and enjoy the camaraderie with old friends and making new ones.

   Blue Knights International is just around the corner July19-25 in Louisville, KY hosted by Kentucky 2. They hosted a Blue Knights International in 2000. I took my wife and daughter to Louisville in 2000 and had a great time. We are going again as they say it will be as good, we will see.    
   On a sad note our Vice-Chairman Kenneth Reeves had a bad motorcycle accident on March 10. He is doing better but Ken and Sandy Reeves still needs your Thoughts and Prayers as Ken will be on a long road to recovery. We are hoping he will be able to make the Rio Grande Conference because Ken always had a smile on, greeting old friends and making new ones. 
   On another sad note Arkansas I, Bill Wyllia one of their long time members has been stricken with Cancer. Bill found out a few weeks ago he has Lymphoma and that is a hard one to beat. He has been undergoing chemo therapy but the first round did not stop the cancer and only slowed it down so they are changing the therapy for the second round. The second one seems to be working. The treatment leaves Bill really weak and down for several days afterward. So let’s keep Bill in your Thoughts and Payers also.

   I know I forgot something but I will let my fellow Board Members tell you all about it.

Ride With Pride

Gary Keeter
******************************************************************************
Treasurer- A.J. Sandoval 

No report 
******************************************************************************

International Rep. – D.J. Alvarez
Greetings,

   I have a few things to cover in my report to the RGC. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

KEN REEVES:

   As most of you know, our Vice Chairman Ken Reeves was seriously injured on the way home from attending my chapter's (Texas 31) annual Rendezvous Ride in Round Top Texas on Tuesday, March 10th. Since Ken was traveling home a sanctioned Blue Knights event, and met the criteria of the International Special Fund, he was entitled to $1000 assistance check. I contacted BOG Chairman that day, and a check was mailed to Ken's house. As for Ken, he is still in the hospital awaiting an operation, and is fighting off a really nasty staph infection. In time, he'll be transferred to a rehab facility. He's got quite a bit to go until he's back on his bike again so please keep Ken and Sandy in your thoughts and prayers. I had a chance to talk to Ken on the phone today, and it was great to talk to him. He's is very thankful for the support, and well wishers since his wreck. I did not tell Ken and Sandy, but my chapter voted at this month's meeting to buy a Glock pistol and sell tickets to raise money to help them out. Tickets will be sold at the RGC in Tyler, and any chapter wanting to help out, please contact me and I will mail you tickets to sell.

NEW CHAPTER:

   I would like to welcome Texas XL (Bay City) to the Rio Grande Conference. The Chapter President, Chris Crummett, is a long time friend of many Blue Knights in my area. 

TEXAS PEACE OFFICER MEMORIAL: 

   The Texas Peace Officer Memorial Parade will be on Monday, May 4th in Austin, Texas. The Blue Knights have been invited again to participate in the parade that morning. Texas 13 will be the hosting chapter, and meeting times and locations will be posted onto their website soon. The event flyer will be on the RGC website if you need it as well. Dress attire for the day is listed, and a reminder that we are the only LEMC asked to participate and it is an honor to be a part of such a noteworthy event.

RGC:

   This is a reminder that the RGC is in Tyler, Texas this year (May 21st-24th) and is being hosted by Texas 34. They are working hard, and doing a great job! They are asking for help with door prize donations, and if you can help them out, contact their Road Captain Kenny Ray. Hope to see you in Tyler!

INTERNATIONAL BOARD MEETING:

   The International Board meeting was held Monday, March 30th @ 7pm CST. It was decided and voted on that Texas 5  (Del Rio) will not be renewed this year for failing to maintain the 10 members needed to sustain the chapter after being allowed to renew last year with the promise of getting the necessary members per Int'l By Laws. The members were given a choice to be members at large, or transfer to Texas 37 (Eagle Pass).

   During the meeting, it was brought up again about marking the 35th Anniversary of the Blue Knights with a t-shirt this time. Last meeting it was a badge/coin set but was deferred to a New York chapter to sell instead of the organization (I asked again the significance of 35 years?). I brought up that instead of taking from the members, we should concentrate on giving back. I suggested writing a proposal to go before the BOG meeting in July to give scholarships annually (one per conference) using monies from the BOG Int'l Special Fund that has over $175,000 in it. This would cost about $5500 per year. This generated quite a bit of support, and the BOG Chairman is going to work with me to have everything ready for July. 

   At the previous Int'l board Meeting in February, the International President appointed 30 members to various committees in the Blue Knights. Members from 10 of the 11 conferences in the Blue Knights were selected (1 TSC member was appointed to 2) to serve on the different committees. The Rio Grande Conference was not considered for any appointments and a letter written by our Conference Chairman voicing his displeasure and read into the minutes by me. Our conference has a lot of great talent, and many members who could, and would contribute a great deal to the Blue Knights as committee members were simply ignored. Sadly, this will be the case for the next 2 years, and the only thing I can say is to remember this in 2011 when it is time to vote again. I would be willing to share my views and opinion off line if you're interested so feel free to contact me.

That's all I have for now. Be safe, and look out for the other guy because he's not looking out for you!

Ride with Pride,

DJ Alvarez

RGC-Int'l Rep

Texas 31 President

(281) 642-8716

*****************************************************************************
Arkansas I - North Little Rock

Funny of the Month

   Benton PD March 4, 2009 (The dumbest live in Benton –Trust me)

Guy drives up in front of the Benton PD to report his buddy out in his car has been drinking and won’t get out of the car to go home. Office staff noted a problem when he walked up to the front door, opened it from the wrong side and walked into the glass. (Too fer Special - - Driver .24, Passenger .31. DWI and Public Intox. with our officer not having to leave the PD).

   All rides start at our meeting place, Faith Baptist Church, 109 Tanglewood, North Little Rock.  This is at the intersection of Camp Robinson Road/E. 56th Street
 April 11th - Dorey's Catfish Buffet, Leola AR
Meet - 3:00 PM

Depart - 3:30 PM

Restaurant opens at 4:00 PM

MAY 9th - Memphis TN Police Academy tour, Dine at the Rendezvous in Memphis
Specific times pending coordination with MPD Academy

June 13th - Oark, AR
Meet - 8:30 AM

Depart - 9:00 AM
July 11th - Whole Hog Cafe
Meet - 4:00 PM

Depart - 4:30 PM
Charlie Carty Secretary Arkansas I
*****************************************************************************
Arkansas II – Harrison 
   This was at Holiday Island, Arkansas on 02-14-09. We had 34 plungers and raised over $6500.00 for the Special Olympics. Blue Knights Arkansas II donated money for event. Two Arkansas II members, Eureka Springs Police Chief Earl Hyatt and Asst Chief Morris Pate braved the below freezing weather, 40 degree water temperature jumped in to raised money for our kids.

[image: image4.jpg]



   Here is Morris Pate our Treasurer and 3 other Arkansas II members Al Frost, Thomas Achord and Brian Jones on the top of Mount Magazine State Park. These are members that are unable to make many of the Arkansas II Rides as they work on the weekends so Morris took them out for a nice ride 03-18-09.    
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Gary Keeter, President Arkansas II                    
*****************************************************************************
Texas XXI – Waxahachie
Subject: Update on Ken Reeves (03-27-09)
   Well, the latest on Ken isn't bad, but he has had a slight setback.  They discovered that he was running a 102 degree temperature and was afraid of an infection.  They removed his "pick" line and found it was infected from being in there so long.  Also the incision from the chest tube on his left side was inflamed.  They now have him on heavy duty anti-biotics and he is already responding.

   He was scheduled for surgery to place a stint in his carotid artery on Friday, however with this infection; they will not be able to do surgery until it is cleared up.  Sandy is now hoping for the first of next week.  Once the surgery is over and they have watched him for a couple of days, then they will be able to transfer him to Baylor Dallas to the rehab center.

   Sandy started working 1/2 days this week, and for the first time she is requesting some help.  I know that many of our brothers and sisters have volunteered to help out when needed, so here is the opportunity.

   Sandy is looking for someone to stay with Ken this coming Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, from 12:00 noon until 7:00 pm.  So this will be 7 hour shifts, for 4 people.  Or if you want to split a shift with someone, that would be great.

   Please reply to this email and let me know as soon as you can, so I can get the schedule set.  Remember this time around it is only 4 people for a 7 hour shift, or you can split it up.  Just let me know what day you can help out, and if you are splitting a shift with someone, what day and hours you will be able to help out.

   Ken is up and walking, with his walker, and doesn't need a whole lot of help, mainly someone to just be there with him and visit.  Not a very tough job, sitting around visiting and cutting up with Ken.

   There is a chance this schedule could change based upon when they do the surgery.  Sandy said when they do the surgery; she will be there for that entire time.  As soon as we know I will let everyone know.

   Thanks up front for volunteering to help Ken and Sandy out with this!!

   Just let me know as soon as you get a chance

Stay Safe out there!!

--

El Gee

Larry A. Green

President/Webmaster

Blue Knights TX XXI

BlueKnightsTX21.org

469-585-7236

******************************************************************************
Texas XXXI- Galveston 
TX-31 Sign Survives IKE
   It took me awhile to submit this article because I wanted to include a photo of the item that I'm about to tell you about. Unfortunately, I could not locate one so here's the jest of it anyway.

   On September 13, 2008, Hurricane Ike strolled through Galveston and left quite a mess behind. I was on duty and assigned to supervise the west-end of the Island. As I attempted to drive down the only two roads to the west, I found debris everywhere. I couldn't get past Jamaica Beach until a day and a half after the hurricane. Not even to check on my home.

   Most of the supplies, tables, banners, and ice-chests we use at BK31 functions were stored in my garage. When I finally got to my home, I discovered the entire garage level was gone. I mean walls, garage doors and everything else, including BK31 items. 

   Three days later, I was driving down FM 3005 when I saw a familiar object in the ditch. It was our BK31 Sign that our Heaven-One member "Slims" had built for the club. This sign is about four foot by five foot and is made of aluminum and is pretty heavy. It was leaning against a telephone pole in a ditch with three foot of water. I checked on it every day waiting for the water to Receed enough for me to put on my rubber boots and retrieve it. Yes, for those who know me, the water was now only a foot deep. As I drove back to my house with the sign sticking out the trunk of my patrol unit I set the odometer. The sign had traveled over a mile. It was pretty fortunate we found it because the claw trucks were grabbing everything in site.

   I like to think of the sign as sort-of an object of survival. One thing is for sure, at least for some of us, the sign was cared for by members of "Heaven One". Heck, they may have had a hand in leaning it against the pole for us to find. 

By Rick “Gator” Kershaw 
******************************************************************************

Texas XXXIV- Tyler

    Greetings from Tyler.  We would like to send a heart-felt prayer to the Reeves family and hope that Ken recovers soon.  

   We are having a great time here in East Texas, with prospective new members at every meeting.  Our new Road Captain, Kenny Ray, has planned monthly, themed rides.  The 2nd Great State of Van Zandt last February was a huge success.  Despite starting out in 40 degree temperatures and strong gusting winds, we had 18 bikes with 23 riders showing that Blue Knight pride.  We covered over 150 miles that Saturday with a nice lunch stop in Palestine.  Our March meeting was even better with around 25 bikes riding from Tyler to Frankston for a meeting at a local restaurant.  2008 was really a great year for us and 2009 is looking even better.  Photos of most of our rides can be found through our website at http://www.blueknightstx34.org/tx34ridestripspics.htm. We hope to have each monthly ride posted weeks in advance on our message board.  Anybody is invited to participate, if you are in the area feel free to join us.  Our message board can be found at http://www.blueknighttx34.proboards106.com/.   I would like to take a moment and thank Robert “Trip” Hilliard for being our webmaster.  He really does an outstanding job.  

    Don't forget the 2009 Rio Grande Conference is being held here in Tyler.  We are working hard to make this years Conference one that will be remembered by all who attend.  A working itinerary has been posted on our website at www.blueknightstx34.org , just click on the Conference title on the upper left of the page.  The Conference starts with Registration on Thursday May 21st, at the Holiday Inn located at 5701 South Broadway, (903) 561-5800. Rooms are blocked under the name "Blue Knights".  We have received some comments about this being Memorial Day weekend.  We understand this but the date chosen for the conference was not an option for us.  We volunteered to host this conference at a moments notice at the last Conference.  This hotel is the only one in Tyler that can accommodate our needs.  We checked on reservations within the week of volunteering and this is the only available weekend in April, May, or June.  With that in mind we hope to make this Conference truly worth your time and attendance.  We still have a few details to work out but I feel comfortable in saying that Friday night's social will feature a live band and true Texas BBQ.  Our Road Captain has some great guided rides planned through the Piney Woods of East Texas for Friday and Saturday. Vendor tables are available. Contact Tony Hairford at tonyh@surveillancecam.com for vendor information.

  These rides include visits to the historic towns of Nacogdoches and Jefferson.  Some of these rides will be themed rides with prizes at the end.  There will also be numerous suggested roads and destinations for those who like to plan their own routes.  Please register early; on April 15th the prices go up.  Registration is being done online through our website at www.blueknightstx34.org.  You can register from our site online by using Paypal.  A Paypal account is NOT required to register and pay online.   Please include a note of your t-shirt size in the description line.  If registering for someone else (family) don't forget to include their name and shirt size.  Registration can also be done through the mail by downloading the form from our website and sending it in to the address provided.  Make all checks payable to: Blue Knights TX 34.  Registering online will provide you with a payment receipt however, if you register by mail, a receipt will not be available.  

    Here is wishing everybody a safe journey, Ride with Pride, and watch out for armadillos. 

Jim “Cowboy” Holt, Secretary, TX XXXIV   
*******************************************************************************
Texas XXXVII- Eagle Pass
Blue Knights TEXAS XXXVII – Eagle Pass, Del Rio and Uvalde, Texas

   On March 07th, Saturday, the Blue Knights Rio Grande Conference organized the yearly Rendezvous Ride. About 200!! members showed up to a three hour lunch to meet members from the Rio Grande Conference.  This was the first year the members of the TEXAS XXXVII participated.  President Michael "Big Bid" Torralba, Assistant Road Captain Rodrigo "Rowdy Rod" Rodriguez, Honorary Member Diomar "El Terminator" Perales, Secretary Douglas "Hannibal" Watkins and Vice President Humberto "Mr. T" Torralba II., drove over six (6) hours,  yea you read it right, six hours to meet with a bunch of members from within the Rio Grande Conference.  
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  This meet is only a pre-gathering of what the Rio Grande Conference will turn out to be.  Members of the Texas XXXVII, Big Bird, Mr. T, Hannibal, Crash, Rowdy Rod, Juice, El Profe, Chappy, Lady Knight Giggles, Sarah and Lety have already registered to attend the RGC!!   See you all there!! 
   President Michael Torralba of Texas XXXVII, presents our newest members with their vests. Wesley Wilson who is a motor cop from the Del Rio Police Department. Also a transferring member from Delaware Chapter I, Herschel Rollins who has retired as a Chief Constable and moved to Del Rio, Texas
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.  Welcome Aboard!!
     Blue Knights Texas XXXVII – Newly Elected Board of Directors 2009-2010
   On March 28, 2009, the Texas XXXVII newly elected board had its 2nd yearly meeting in Eagle Pass.   Several topics were discussed; one main subject was the attendance of members to the Law Enforcement Memorial Ride in Austin, Texas as well as attendance to the yearly Rio Grande Conference in Tyler, Texas.

Local fundraisers for the communities were also discussed such as the “Ride for a Cure” which all funds collected will be contributed to the American Cancer Society.

   The board has been very active in the Eagle Pass, Del Rio and Uvalde Texas areas, getting the word out who and what the Blue Knights are and represent. 

   We hope to see many fellow brothers and sisters at the conference.

Ride with Pride!
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Pictured from top left to right is:  Director Homero “Homer” Galindo, Sgt. at Arms / Honorary Paul “El Profe” Arredondo, Secretary Douglas “Hannibal” Watkins, Director Mike “El Manuso” Hernandez, President Michael “Big Bird” Torralba and Director Hugo “Juice” Barrera.  On the bottom left to right is: Treasurer Lucas “Crash” Saucedo, Vice President Humberto “Mr. T” Torralba II., and Charter Member Juan “El Bena” Benavidez
*******************************************************************************

Texas XXXIX - Mesquite
   How fast time has flown by this year.  It just seems like yesterday I was writing Chapter 39’s article for the January 2009 Rio Grande Conference newsletter.  First off, on behalf of myself and the members of Texas 39, we offer our prayers and well wishes to Ken Reeves, his family, friends, and member of Texas 21.  Get well soon Ken, were pulling for you.  

  We continue to be an active chapter when it comes to rides, events, and activities.  We schedule at least two rides a month, but with winter weather in Texas, a couple of our rides had to be cancelled.  But that didn’t stop us from going on our other rides.  With spring now upon us look for us to be out and about two, three, even four times, (or more) per month.  Our ride calendar is filling up fast.  We prefer half day, full day, and dinner rides.  So if you like to ride, but don’t have a lot of time to be away from home, come on out and join us.  Our brother and sister Blue Knights are always welcome.

   One of our winter rides was a trip to Mineola, Texas, to eat at the famous East Texas Burger Factory.  Let me (and us) tell you, the burgers are worth the ride, and don’t forget to check out the caboose around back.  If you get a chance to take this trip expect to wait in line to be seated, because they are busy.  That’s a good thing.  
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   We also took a trip up to Alba, Texas, to have lunch, and visit the folks at the Lighthouse on Lake Fork.  Speaking of Lake Fork, while there our chapter came up with an idea to do a get together with other area chapters, similar to the Blue Knight Rendezvous sponsored by Texas 31 in March.  Looking at a map, there are at least 10 chapters within 100 miles (couple might be slightly further).  We have already started contacting the chapters, and have received a positive response.  The location has plenty of parking, and the Lighthouse is a gas station, 10 room motel, and a restaurant, all overlooking the Lake www.ets-systems.com/lighthouse/ .  The proprietors have agreed to do a Bar-B-Que lunch for Blue Knights at a reasonable price that day, so come on out to meet and greet.  The date will be Saturday, June 27, 2009.   The time for lunch has not been set yet, but I figure lunch to be served around noon.  You can come out earlier, and stay later if you like.  Of course, you don’t have to belong to a chapter within 100 miles to come out, all Blue Knights are welcome.  We only ask that you let us know about a week before if you, or your chapter, are planning to come out, and how many, as we want to make sure we have enough food for everyone.  More information and a flyer will be coming out in the next month or so with more details.  In the interim, put in on your calendar, and check out our website for the latest information.   www.blueknightstx39.org and click on the “Rides/Events” link.

   On March 22, we rode down to West, Texas, to support Texas Chapter 11, Lorena, with their annual fundraiser.  They said it was the biggest turn out in the five years they have hosted the event, 125 bikes.  In addition to the host chapter, there were Blue Knights from Texas 1 - Hurst, Texas 28 -Athens, us, Texas 39 - Mesquite.  My only question is where were all the other Blue Knight Chapters from the surrounding area?  I had expected a few more?  The more the merrier, come on out and ride.
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   Speaking of getting out and Riding, if you are in the local area, Sat April 25 the Dallas County Office is hosting a fundraiser motorcycle event to raise funds to build a memorial to the 19 officers who have giving their lives in the line of duty. Come on out and support them. The website for more information is www.honor19.com.  We attended last year and they put on a great event and this year it sounds to be bigger and better. Come on out and join us. Then next weekend we hope to meet some of you at the Texas Police Memorial Ride in Austin, and a few weeks later at the Rio Grande Conference meeting in Tyler, May 21-24.

   We have told you what we have done, and are doing.  We’re interested in knowing what you and your chapter has done, and is doing.  How about urging your chapters to write a few lines couple times a year for the RGC and BK News so we can keep up with each other?

   Karl Hayzer, President  
*******************************************************************************
                                                              For Sale
2005 Interstate custom motorcycle trailer,7x7x16, Silver and Black in Color, Chrome wheels, LED lights, tandem axles with electric brakes, torsion bar axles, wired for A/C, electric lights and outlets, custom floors/walls, 2 drop down floor front wheel chocks and more. Less than 2,000 miles on it, just like new (almost), New Price over $8,000 Selling for $5,900 contact Gary Keeter 870-741-6908 or e-mail 3dkeeter@windstream.net 

                                                                       For Sale

Close out on 3 wheel docks (holds your bike up right in trailer or in your garage) 16”, 18” and 21” wheels. Contact Joe Barbalace Arkansas II V-P at jbarbalace339@yahoo.com 
******************************************************************************************
                                        2009 Blue Knights Conferences

Great Lakes Conference, (Spring) May 01-03 Johnson Creek, WI, Hosted by WI- 2
Southern Regional Conference, May 07-10 Mobile AL, Hosted by AL-2 

Rio Grande Conference, May 21-24 Tyler, TX, Hosted by TX-34

Mason Dixon Conference, (Spring) May 22-24 Memphis, TN, Hosted by TN-1

South West Conference, June 03-06 Ventura, CA Hosted by CA-2

Mid-West Conference, (Spring) June 12-14 Des Moines, IA hosted by IA-3

Nova Scotia-1 Friendship Weekend June 19-21 Nova Scotia, Canada
United Kingdom and Ireland Conference July 03-05 Folkestone, Kent hosted by England-2 
Blue Knights International, July 19-25 Louisville, KY hosted by KY-2

West-Coast Conference Aug 16-19 Calgary hosted by Albert-5

Mid-West Conference, (Fall) Sept. 11-13 Omaha, NE hosted by NE-1
                                                                    RGC Officers


Chairman- Chuck Doran TX II                                             E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:cdoran1443@sbcglobal.net" ��cdoran1443@sbcglobal.net�


Vice Chairman- Kenneth Reeves TX XXI                          E-Mail - � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx21@aol.com" ��blueknightstx21@aol.com� 


Secretary- Gary Keeter ARII                                                 E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:3dkeeter@windstream.net" ��3dkeeter@windstream.net�  


Treasurer- A. J. Sandoval TX IV                                         E-Mail - � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajsandoval@satx.rr.com" ��ajsandoval@satx.rr.com�  


International Representative- D. J. Alvarez TX XXXI        E-Mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:Blueknights31@aol.com" ��� � HYPERLINK "mailto:blueknightstx31@aol.com" ��blueknightstx31@aol.com�    
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Publication Dates– 1st of January, April, July,October, articles need to be submitted before these dates
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